|

&ﬁ¢09~%¢/¢¢¢/ @/5400/@/ Chureh, Clarkeswvillo, &oaﬁf&@

Sanwary 2009

Greetings from the Rector

Beloved of Grace Calvary,

As this Christmas season rolls us into a new year where we surely won’t find the

o=

economic life to which we’ve become accustomed, there is a heightened opportu- .
nity to take the world in which we find ourselves and make fresh, new choices '/‘ ey
about how to live. Rev. Dena Bearl

I hear of people responding to the heightened needs of the poor as the usual sources

of support are overly strained. I'm told of statistics of people willing to make sacrifices in their own
employment packages so that co-workers can keep their jobs. People are rethinking the tradition of
gift-giving. Neighborly connections seem to be trumping individual entitlement.

As the old Christmas standard ‘Silver Bells’ has it — ‘in the air there’s a feeling of Christmas.” A feel-
ing of Christ’s Mass. A rich flavor of the love and charity we’ve been given in Christ. In this spirit I
share our Presiding Bishop’s Christmas message and wish you a blessed Christmas and a Christ-
filled new year.

In Christ’s love,

Dtrne

The Presiding Bishop’s 2008 Christmas Message
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it (John 1:5).

The world settles into winter, at least in the northern hemisphere, and life to many seems increas-
ingly bleak. Foreclosures, layoffs, government bailouts and financial failures, continuing war on two
fronts, terrorist attacks, murders of some identified only by their faith -- this world is in abundant
need of light. We know light that is not overcome by darkness, for God has come among us in human
flesh. Continued on page 9
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I have just returned from a
week in Munich, Germany,
where I visited with my old
friend and colleague, the Rev.
Gray Temple. Gray is the in-
terim Rector of the Church of
the Ascension, one of our Epis-
copal congregations in Europe.
Gray and I have been friends
for more years than we like to
acknowledge, and we enjoy our
discussions of “the deep things
of theology” and our different
political affiliations.

These discussions usually take
place over something cold to
drink. So it was that last
week Barbara and I stayed
with Gray, while Barbara did
her bit for improving the econ-
omy at the Christmas mar-
kets, and Gray and I caught
up on our conversations over
beer and bratwurst.

Munich is a lovely city with a
wonderful transportation sys-
tem, as is true for most of
Europe. The bus, tram, and
rail system took us anywhere
we wanted to go and was rela-
tively economical. I longed for

. .
T1 s
that rail system for our state.

We have cast our lot with the
automobile, and we are now
paying the price. Just imagine
a train running from the
North Carolina line to Atlanta
with stops in Clayton, Clarkes-
ville, Gainesville, Buford, and
ending at a Gwinnett bus line.
You could be in Atlanta in an
hour for the cost of a gallon of
gas.

Barbara and I used our trans-
portation passes to visit towns
outside Munich, each of which
has their own Christmas mar-
ket. Booths are set up on the
town square, and there are
concerts, food, and drink ga-
lore. The people are very
friendly. Language is not a
problem with younger Ger-
mans, since each student
takes English in grades four
through twelve. Gray is fluent
in German, so he was there to
act as interpreter when we
needed help.

We took one day to make a pil-
grimage to Dachau, the his-
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tory of which many people
don’t know. The National So-
cialist Party won the German
elections of 1932. Germany
was in crisis; they had lost the
First World War and suffered
sanctions by the other Allied
powers. The economy was in
disarray. Employment was in
excess of 25%. The Nazis
promised a new self-respect,
restoration of prestige, em-
ployment, and prosperity.

Less than ninety days after
they came to power, they
opened a prison camp at Da-
chau. The first prisoners were
the leaders of the former oppo-
sition party. Any and all dis-
senters of the Nazis went to
the camp. Dachau became the
model on which a network of
concentration camps was built.

The banking community was
portrayed as being the enclave
of the Jews, and they became
the focal point of all that was
wrong with the economy. They
were next to go to the camps.

Cont. on page 8

Grace Calvary Parish Office Contacts
Rev. Dena Bearl: denabearl@windstream.net
Rev. Don Harrison: Donrev35@bellsouth.net
Rev. Mary Wetzel: marywetz@gmail.com
Parish Administrator Todd Blandin: gcalvary@alltel.net
Newsletter submissions: mustardseednewsletter@windstream.net

Website: www.grace-calvary.org

E-mail address: gcalvary@alltel.net

Telephone: (706) 754-2451
Fax: (706) 754-5621
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Please keep these people in your prayers.

They are prayed for by name at each Wednesday morning Healing Service. If you wish to add someone to
this prayer list, please call the church office at 706-754-2451. Most people are kept on this list for four
weeks. If after four weeks the person is still in need of prayer, please call the office and give us an up-

date.

-

Arnesen, Jean |, friend of

Barbara Johnston

Birch, Joan , friend of
John Andrews

Brice, Jane

Bunce, Dick

Burroughs, Noreen
Calloway, Christopher
Clark, Cathy
Clevenger, Joan

Engman, Autumn | friend of

Melissa Jones

Figueroa, Bing

Finne, Bonnie

Hendrick, Ellie
Mary Clarke

Kollock, John
Jenkins, Zoe

Medder, Anita
Cantwell

, friend of

, friend of John

Moss, John

Navolis, Eleanor

Provitera, Jennifer , friend of

Dorothy Perry
Roach, Julie, friend of
Michelle Wetherbee

Robson, Faith , mother-in-law
of Sandy Robson

Singer, Conor

Smessaert, Sharon

O6 Shi el ds,¢oushlofa k &umner, Jim

David & Terri Todd

Phillips, Marie
Corky Rice

, friend of

Williams, Jane , mother of
Carol Kokesh

Birthdays
5-Elizabeth Miller
7-David Lewis
8-Anne Short

9-Alex White

13-Pat Williams
15-Christopher Calloway
17-Sharon Smessaert
20-Kathy O’Keefe
23-Camille Guzzetta
24-Barbara Jones
25-Ken Clarke
26-Mary Clarke

Let Us Celebrate

27-Sherry Donnelly, Paige Elliott
30-Johnnie Creech
31-Jon Paul Mehlferber

Anniversaries

12-Wally & Dellie Wenn
16-Richard & Lynda Averack
24-Roy & Becky Bruner
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Parish Financial Update

Revenues in November continued to fall below budget, but the gap between our income
and expenses narrowed significantly thanks to the stewardship of our committees and
members, who reduced expenses and caught up pledges where they were able.

November Financial Statement

Budgeted Budgeted

Income Actual Income Expenses Actual Expenses
November $ 25,980.83 $ 21,753.49 $ 25,980.83 $ 22,287.82
Year-to-Date $ 285,789.13 $ 255,752.40 $ 285,789.13 $ 268,689.49

We are continuing to freeze all non-essential budget items to reduce costs, so we can con-
tinue to offset the decline in income.

Stewardship Update

These are the results of our stewardship campaign as of December 16, 2008. We encourage
all regular donors to make a pledge this year to help the church avoid having to make cuts
in programs and services. Every pledge, regardless of size, helps us carry out the church’s
mission.

N

2008 2009 Difference
Pledges Received 111 89 -22
Max. Pledge Units 149 156 7
Pledge Value $285,000 $214,000 $-71,000

try.

ECW Gives Thanks

Our Episcopal Church Women (ECW) give
thanks for the very generous response from
our parish for the United Thanks Offering
collected in November. You proved that even

small change can have a big impact.

The pennies, nickels and dimes (and checks)
contributed by Grace-Calvary members to-
taled $1,061.59. This will go to the national
ECW to provide grants for all kinds of minis-
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Join the Summer Mission Trip

The North Georgia mission trip to Nicaragua with Amigos For Christ is planned for July 18-25,
2009. Mission trips are $150 for food and a week at "the Casa", plus airfare. Our airfare last year

was $700 per person round trip.

This year group sizes are being reduced to 30 people total per group. Reserve early if you are in-
terested. Last year our mission trip included people from Resurrection and Nacoochee Presbyte-
rian in White Co, as well as St. Marks and Grace Calvary in Clarkesville. So far, Rosann and I

have been the only Episcopalians in our mission groups.

International mission trips are life changing, as many of you know. If anyone is interested in par-
ticipating this year, please call me at 706-499-8060.

To find out more, please visit amigosforchrist.org or see the brochure on the bulletin board in
Saint Julian Hall. A copy of the registration form is on the back of this page.

- John Cantwell

Annual Parish Meeting
Sunday, January 4

Please plan to attend! nounce three nominees who have agreed to run

o ) ) ) for vestry:
This is a time for fellowship, to hear about life

and ministry at Grace-Calvary and to find new
ways to get involved.

Jim Loring

Ann Short

Walton Smith

The day’s worship schedule is:

8:00 a.m. — Rite 1 Additional nominations may still be submitted

8:30 a.m. — First Breakfast starts, no service at to the Senior Warden, Kathy O'Keefe.

9:15 or Christian Education classes The requirements for serving on the vestry are:
9:45 a.m. — Annual Meeting 1. be a confirmed member of the Episcopal
11:15 a.m. — Rite 2 Church enrolled as a member of the parish,

be 18 years or older and have been regular
in attendance at worship and engaged in
ministry in the year preceding election,

First breakfast will start at 8:30 for our early
risers, and we’d appreciate everyone pitching in
to help clean up after the meeting. We've been
leaving the breakfast crew a little short and
with a lot of clean-up recently.

have made and maintained a financial com-
mitment to the parish, known to the treas-
urer, in the year preceding election.

An important topic of the annual meeting will

be the election of three new vestry members.

We give thanks to our current vestry for their
faithful leadership and active participation at

Our Nominating Committee is pleased to an-
Grace-Calvary.




Amigos for Christ Mission Trip / North Georgia 2009

Please leave the top portion of this sheet with your family and return the bottom to Amigos for
Christ with your final payment!

Group Leader: Nance Burrell, phone: 706 -219-2154, e-mail: nanceburrell@alltel.net

Important Dates

April 10, 2009 Deposit of $150 and commitment card due to Amigos Office
June 8, 2009 Final payment of $800 and paperwork due at Amigos office
July 18, 2008 Saturday Meet at Airport — Delta Airlines ticket counter

July 25, 2008 Saturday Arrive at Airport

Flight information:

18JUL DL 369 ATLANTA 5:45PM MANAGUA 7:36PM

25JUL DL 370 MANAGUA 8:00AM ATLANTA 1:44PM

Schedule is subject to change.
Please make transportation arrangements to and from the airport with your family.

Contact Information in Nicaragua:

e John Bland/Kristin Monacella 011-505-885-8029

e Amigos Office in Nicaragua 011-505-340-1185 or 678-720-1240 (a GA #)
® American Embassy in Managua 011-505-266-6010

Email: Marierling@AmigosforChrist.org

Contact Information in United States
e Amigos Office in Buford, 770-614-9250, 1845 South Lee Court, Suite A, Buford, GA 30518
o Tessa Sulimirski, Cell: 770-826-7112, Tessa@AmigosForChrist.org

North Georgia 2009- Amigos for Christ Mission Trip Final Payment

Name (as it appears on passport): T-Shirt Size:

e $800 final payment. Due Date: June 8, 2009 ($150 deposit was due April 10)

Please include this slip, consent and code of conduct forms.

Please MAILto 1845 South Lee Court, Suite A, Buford, GA 30518

Method of Payment: __ Check ___ MasterCard ___VISA ___AMEX

Credit Card # Exp. Date

Cardholder Name:
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March 1315, 2009

A retreat is a time and place...
e away from the regular demands of life in which we have the opportunity to expect, welcome
and enjoy the holy presence of God.
e torelax as we share meals, conversations, prayer and laughter together.
e for our spirits to be renewed and for us to gain some fresh insight and understanding about our
lives as we relate to God, to others and to self.
e to “see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, follow thee more nearly.”
e where God has a little more of our attention than usual and can minister to us
¢ toincrease our awareness of God’s presence and care for us,
¢ to call us into rest and recreation,
¢ toheal us,
¢ to strengthen us.

TEACH US TO PRAY

How have you been taught to pray? There are many ways to pray! This retreat will give you
the opportunity to look at your own temperament and explore what kind of praying might be most
natural and fulfilling to you.

The Rev. Bernie Dooly will be our speaker. Retired from full-time ministry in the Diocese
of Florida, Bernie is known to many as a wise spiritual director and gifted retreat leader. Marcia,
his wife , will bring her artistic experience as she teaches us to make and use prayer beads. Bernie
and Marcia split their time each year between their homes in Ireland and St. Augustine, Florida.

In addition to Bernie’s presentations, we will build in time for small group discussions, wor-
ship, fellowship, and free time to rest, read, walk, play tennis, hike and shop.

The retreat is being held at Lake Logan Episcopal Center . The center is located in a
pristine valley a few miles outside of Waynesville, N.C., and a few miles from the Blue Ridge Park-
way. It is a special place, where the power of nature’s bounty nourishes, restores and rejuvenates.
Accommodations will be in four Lakeside Cabins which each sleep 8, the Retreat House which
sleeps 14, and Hemlock House which sleeps 8. The accommodations and the meals have been excel-
lent in past years.

Please plan to come away for this time of intentional retreat in this beautiful area. We have
limited our number of participants to 50 on a FIRST COME basis. If you plan to attend, it is im-
portant that you mail a check for the fee along with the reservation form inserted in this newslet-
ter. The deadline is January 10th, ECW, in keeping with their mission to support spiritual growth,
1s underwriting a significant portion of the cost of the retreat. If you need partial or full financial
assistance, please speak to our rector, Dena Bearl.




‘Tis the Season Cont.

We walked through the gates of Dachau from
the train tracks as the prisoners had done. We
saw where they were beaten and tortured. We
walked through the barracks where they were
housed, and we saw the pictures that were
taken.

Some of those pictures and accompanying sto-
ries appeared in newspapers in Germany. This
was a Christian nation, but there was no out-
cry. The Vatican knew what was happening
and kept quiet. The allied leadership knew far
more than it publicized. Silence reigned. We
walked through the gas chamber and the two
crematoriums, a testimony to that silence.

Stephen Ministries: The
After People

Grace-Calvary is exploring the possibility of im-
plementing a Stephen Ministry program at our
church. Stephen Ministers are professionally
trained individuals who minister one-on-one to
those in need. You will be hearing more about this

ministry in the near future.

Stephen Ministers are there:

... after you've washed and returned the last cas-
serole dish.

... after the divorce papers have been served and
the bottom falls out of your life.

... after you realize the hands on the gold watch
you received at your retirement party move more
slowly than you ever imagined.

... after the baby has arrived, putting more de-
mands on you than you ever dreamed possible.

... after your family and friends have heard your
story one too many times, but you still need to
talk it out.

Stephen Ministers are ready to come alongside
people and provide comfort and support for as
long “after” as they are needed.

-

Advent calls us to retell our story of salvation.
John the Baptizer calls us to repentance and to
witness to what is true and lovely and just. The
past is always a reminder to witness to the pre-
sent and make for a new and better future. Ad-
vent reminds us of our need for redemption.

Peace!

HD.H. +

| Rev. Don Harrison

Feast of the Epiphany
Tuesday, January 6

Once again our friends from the Church of the
Resurrection in Sautee will join us for this eve-
ning of worship and fellowship.

6:00 p.m. — A Service of Light will include Taize
music and an opportunity to offer special
intentions for the new year.

7:00 p.m. — Potluck Dinner and Children’s
Epiphany Cake brought in by the three

magi!

The child who finds the Christ child in his or her
piece of cake gets to choose how the evening’s
offering will be spent to purchase animals for the
Heifer Project.

The meat will be barbecued beef brisket, pre-
pared by Frank McCann. Others are asked to
bring appropriate accompaniments such as cole-

slaw, potato salad, beans, chips, and desserts.

Please RSVP to Barrie Aycock by email bay-
cock@windstream.net or phone 706-768-0840 to
tell her what you’d like to bring and if you’d be

willing to help with set-up and/or clean-up.

p



mailto:baycock@windstream.net
mailto:baycock@windstream.net

Help Wanted!

Grace-Calvary finds itself in the unique position of being a landlord. The cottage on the new rec-
tory property has already been rented and is generating income to help pay for the mortgage on

the property.

Most matters with the cottage are handled during the course of the business day by the parish
administrator or a member of the Building and Grounds committee. However, as we all know,
sometimes the power goes out or the plumbing gets clogged after normal hours.

The church needs someone who’s willing to tithe a small portion of their time by agreeing to be
the after-hours contact for our tenant in the event of an issue with the property. You take the
call, determine if it needs to be fixed right away, and call for repairs if necessary.

It shouldn’t take much of your time at all. Please contact Todd at the parish office if you’d be will-
ing to share your time and talents with us to fulfill this need.

Bishop’s Message Cont.

Born in poverty to a homeless couple, to a peo-
ple long under occupation, Jesus is human
and divine evidence that God is with us in the
midst of the world's darkness. Emmanuel,
Prince of Peace, Divine Counselor is come
among us to re-mind, re-member, and re-
create. A new mind and heart is birthed in us
as we turn to follow Jesus on the way. The
body of God's creation is re-membered and put
back together in ways intended from the be-
ginning. And a new creation becomes reality
through Jesus' healing work. Christians tell
the story again each Christmastide, and the
telling and remembering invites us once again
into being made whole. Our task in every year
1s to hear the story with new ears, and seeing
light in the darkness of this season's woes,
then to tell it abroad with gladsome hearts to
those who wait in darkness. Where will you
share the joyous tale of light in the darkness?

The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori
Presiding Bishop
The Episcopal Church

Love Offering

We are collecting a "love offering" for the
Calloway family as they deal with the chal-

lenges and stresses of Chris's illness in a dis-

tant city. Contributions can be placed in the
offering plate and designated for the Callo-
ways.

Our help can stem the worries associated
with the medical bills and travel expenses

Chris hopes to be able to spend the holidays
with his grandparents.
a card or contact him with well wishes during
the holidays, you should be able to reach him at:

Chris Calloway

c/o Dr. & Mrs. J. E. Calloway
P.O. Box 844

Louisville, MS 39339

Phone: 66803-0334




I1ICalling All Acolytes!!!
We're having a party for you.

Sunday, Jan. 11, we're having an Acolyte Pizza
and Bowling party. It will start with pizza and
games in the Youth Area after the 11:15 ser-
vice, then we’ll head to the Clarkesville Mill
Bowling Alley for some more fun. We'll return
to the church around 3 p.m.

Sign up by email, gcalvaryv@alltel.net, no later
than Jan. 5 for the Acolyte Party on Sunday,
January 11th!

Can you acolytes outbowl your adult leaders?
Come find out!

Spiritual Study Group Resuming

The non-denominational spiritual study group will
resume Tuesday night meetings on January 13th at
6 p.m. The class will be discussing Dr. Wayne
Dyer’s book, Change Your Thoughts, Change Your
Life: Living the Wisdom of the Tao. Some of the

topics to be covered include living a God realized

life, living without sickness, living in simplicity,
living oneness and living in the flow. Dr. Dyer,
who’s works can be seen regularly on PBS, has be-
come the bridging voice between traditional reli-
gious thought and the contemporary self help move-

ment.

This study group will meet weekly through March
31 in the Serendipity Classroom in Saint Julian
Hall. Everyone is welcome to participate at any

time.

The first class will cover the preface through page
34.
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News and Events

Souper Bowl Sunday

Feb. 1, 2009 will be Souper Bowl Sunday, our only
dedicated fundraiser for the Soup Kitchen.

The Soup Kitchen is feeding many people now,
sometimes 100 people a day, at two locations.
Please be generous, so we can continue.

Sharon & Hawk
Habersham Soup Kitchen

Need Pancake Supper Volunteers

Our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper has been
prepared for the past few years by parents whose
children are now more involved with school activi-
ties ... many travelling to another county every
day. So, we need some new pancake cookers this
year!

This year’s breakfast is February 24. We'd gladly
accept the help of younger children; or some of our
older members if you would enjoy planning this
event and making it more of a grown-up pancake
supper this year. Your Parish Life Chairman,
Barrie Aycock, will be out of town, so she really
needs your help.

If you're willing to help carry on this Grace Cal-
vary tradition, please give Barrie a call as soon as
possible at 706-768-0840 or email her at bay-
cock@windstream.net.

From Harriet Beech

Dear family at Grace-Calvary,

We are so grateful for your prayers and sup-
port during my recovery from surgery. Your
cards, visits, phone calls, chauffeuring, food
and love have been so encouraging.

What a loving church family you are.
Blessings,
Harriet Beech
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January 2009

Weekly Events

Wednesdays

8:00 a.m. Kindermusik (SJH)

10:30 a.m. Healing Service

11:30 a.m. Daughters of the King (SJH)
6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (POCR)
7:30 p.m. AA (SJH)

Thursdays

5:00 p.m. Kindermusik (SJH)
Fridays

8:00 p.m. AA (SJH)

Saturdays

10:00 a.m. Al-Anon (POFR)

Sundays

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I

9:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II

10:00 a.m. Christian Ed

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite IT w/ choir

1:30 p.m. EfM (POFR)

8:00 p.m. AA (SJH)

8:00 p.m. Al-anon (POFR)

Mondays

10 a.m. 1st & 3rd Mondays—dJoyful Hands
2nd & 4th Mondays—Kneeler Weav-
ers Meeting

Tuesdays

10:00 a.m. Bible Study (SJH)

6:00 p.m. Book Discussion Group (SJHC)

7:00 p.m. Al-Anon (SJH)

8:00 p.m. AA Meeting (SJHC)

Other Events

POCR - Parish Office Choir Room
POFR - Parish Office Family Room
SJH — Saint Julian Hall

SJHC — Saint Julian Hall Classroom
SJHU — Saint Julian Hall Undercroft

Jan. 4, 8:30 a.m. First breakfast (SJH)

Jan. 4 10:00 a.m. Annual parish meeting in lieu
of Christian Ed (SJH)

Jan. 6, 6:00 p.m. Epiphany Service of Light

Jan. 6, 7:00 p.m. Dinner (SJH)

Jan. 11, noon Youth Bowling & Pizza Party
(SJHU)

Jan. 11, 2:00 p.m. Jr. Cotillion (SJH)

Jan. 11, 6:00 p.m. Woodturners (SJHU)

Jan. 12, 5:00 p.m. Foothills Board Meeting
(POFR)

Jan. 15, 6:00 p.m. Mythological Roundtable
(POFR)

Jan. 16, 6:00 p.m. Vestry Dinner

Jan. 24, 9:00 a.m. Vestry Retreat (SJH)

Legend

Christmas Season
December 28, First Sunday after Christmas
One service only!
10:00 a.m.d Holy Eucharist, Rite Il with Christmas
Lessons and Carols
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL

Closed for the Holidays

Please note that the office will be closed on the fol-
lowing dates:

Dec. 24—dJan.2

The staff and volunteers thank you for your support
as we too spend time with friends and family dur-
ing Christmas and the New Year.

p




Bishop
The Rt. Rev. J. Neil Alexander
Rector
The Rev. Dena S. Bearl
Assistant Priest
The Rev. Don Harrison
Deacon:
The Rev. Mary Wetzel
Parish Administrator
Todd Blandin
Organist
Mr. Anthony Woronowski

Choir Director
Dr. Edwin Calloway

S

Vestry
Sr. Warden8Ms Kat hy 06K
Jr. Warden & Mr. Ephraim Davis

610
Mr s . Susan Smi't
Mr. Clair Langmai
Mr . John Andrew
Mr . David Lewi s
Mr. John Cant we
Mr s . Barrie Ayc
Mr . Russell Johrn

Sunday Lections

January 4 Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 84:1-8; Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a; Matthew 2:1-12
January 11 Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11

January 18 1 Samuel 3:1-10(11-20); Psalm 139:1-5,12-17; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51
January 25 Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62: 6-14; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20
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