
  

 

As I was driving to Florida for my sonõs wedding, I had a chance to listen to the news on the ra-
dio all day. If I had been unaware of the current economic climate, I would have been sure we 
were in a sudden cataclysmic disaster - a sinking boat with people frantically attempting to bail 
the water out: 
 

é changes in the governmentõs ôbail-outõ plan; 
é the ôwhat-ifõ of General Motors going bankrupt; 
é countries in Europe spiraling down. 

 
I mentioned all this to my daughter who said, òMom, what do you expect?  The whole world is going bankrupt.ó 
 
What do I expect? I expect that in spite of persecution we can receive the word with joy, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
so that we can become examples to all. I borrow that from Colossians. And from Thessalonians, God has destined us 
for salvation in Jesus Christ. If I delved further into scripture, I would find that we who live in Christ can always ex-
pect fullness of life. Not necessarily fullness of pocket, but fullness of life. 
 
In this season of Advent, Mary is an expectant mother. When we say, òshe is expecting,ó we mean that she is expect-
ing new life. Mary in this Advent season was filled with expectancy of new life as her humanity was joined to the Di-
vine. She sang, òMy soul magnifies the Lord. My spirit rejoices in God my savior.ó 
 
As the world goes about the work of bailing out sinking economies, how do we remain expectant? 
How do we live so that we are an example of the fullness of life? é One powerful way is simply to remain together. 
 
Several people in our parish have recently read The Shack. The place of life-giving power in this book resided in the 
community of three ð Papa, Saraju, and Jesus ð often found gathered around the kitchen table in the shack. They 
would go from there to do the work they needed to do. The kitchen may be the one place in the entire book where 
they would all be together. The dynamic of their relationship brought healing for the storyõs protagonist, Mac; closure 
for his daughter, forgiveness for her killer, and new life in his marriage. 
 
When we gather around our holy table, fed by Word and Presence, we will receive what we need to live lives of full-
ness. And we will incarnate this fullness into the world. This is a different kind of economy, yes, but one that has been 
steadfast through many difficult times in our world. 
 
When I arrived in Florida after a day of dreadful news on the radio, my family gathered at a table, and, before enjoy-
ing a scrumptious meal of seafood gumbo, we prayed our family prayer of expectancy: 
Accept our gratitude, dear Lord, for all the blessings thou dost give. Direct and guide our daily lives and teach us how 
to live for Jesusõ sake. Amen 
 
In Christõs love, 

Rev. Dena Bearl 
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The Festival Planning Committee 
met at the Aycockõs for dinner and a 
recap of the Festival. The large 
chocolate cookie dessert was in-
scribed òWe Did It!ó  Indeed we 
did do it. There were some times 
when I didnõt think the festival 
would come about, because there 
were a lot of setbacks. We con-
stantly had to revamp our plans and 
make adjustments, but we did it. 

We did it because the planning 
committee wanted it to happen. 
They worked long and hard. We 
met twice a month from January to 
September and weekly from Sep-
tember through October. Sub-
committees were formed; ad hoc 
groups were given assignments, and 
folks followed through. Linda Aver-
ack and Barrie Aycock co-chaired 
the group and kept everyone on 
track. 

We did it, because we learned to 
disagree and not take it personally. 
That is an incredibly difficult lesson 
to learn. In the early months we dis-
agreed about everything from 

whether to do a festival at all to 
what one would look like and when 
and where we would have it. Over 
time we learned to listen and respect 
the other personõs opinion even 
though we might disagree. 

We did it, because we became a 
community. I suspect there were 
times when the thing that held us 
together was walking down the aisle 
to receive communion. That 
brought us back to the planning 
table. When you can kneel beside 
someone with whom you disagree 
and receive that bread and wine, it is 
a lot easier to negotiate. 

We did it, because there is a collec-
tive love for this church that tran-
scends individual differences. Every-
one agreed that what we wanted was 
for Grace-Calvary to celebrate its 
heritage and let us tell others how 
much this place means to us. 

Before the weekend was over, nearly 
everyone in the parish took part in 
some aspect of the festival. People 
had fun, and there was manifested a 

sense of pride in who we are in this 
community.  

I have received calls and notes from 
folks in Atlanta, Gainesville, North 
Carolina, and beyond telling me 
how much they enjoyed the festival. 
We netted about $8,000, which will 
benefit our Journey to Adulthood 
youth and the Preservation Fund to 
safeguard our historic building. 

The Eucharist on All Saints Sunday 
was magnificent. Denaõs stories of 
the saints of Grace captured the life 
and spirit of this place. To everyone 
who made it happen,  

Thank You! We did it! 

Peace! 

  H.D.H. + 

    

We Did It! 

The Rev. Don Harrison 

Grace Calvary Parish Office Contacts 
Rev. Dena Bearl: denabearl@windstream.net 

Rev. Don Harrison: Donrev35@bellsouth.net 

Rev. Mary Wetzel: marywetzel@email.com 

Parish Administrator Todd Blandin: gcalvary@alltel.net 

Newsletter submissions: mustardseednewsletter@windstream.net 

Website: www.grace-calvary.org 

E-mail address: gcalvary@alltel.net 

Telephone: (706) 754-2451 

Fax: (706)754-5621 



  

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Please keep these people in your prayers. 

They are prayed for by name at each Wednesday morning Healing Service. 
If you wish to add someone to this prayer list, please call the church office at 706-754-2451. 

Most people are kept on this list for four weeks.  If after four weeks the person is still in need of prayer, 
please call the office and give us an update. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS   DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1   Lou Davis 21 John Clevenger 

2 Perry Gresham  24 Hope Alewine Smith, Holly Skinner 

3 Rob Aycock, Craig Donnelly  26 Tom Smith 

4 Wally Wenn, Kim McClurg  27 Charlé Statler, Vanessa Lewis 

7 Chloe Guzzetta  28 Jimie Yearwood, Maggie Fletcher 

8 David Todd  29 Michael Peart  

9 Edus Warren  31 Henry Bourne  

11 Margaret Parsons      

13 Larry Williams    DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

17  Gil Pollitt, Pat Statler 22  Bob & Lynda Smith 
18  Hope Pollitt 27 Barbara & Sam Williams,  

Matt & Kim McClurg  

19  Roy Bruner, Ann Fuller 28 Kline & Tricia Pugh,  
Jack B. & Susan Johnston  

20 Margaret Bourne, Rita Bass 31 Hugh & Valerie Fenlon  

Arnesen, Jean, friend of Barbara 

Johnston 

Hill, David & Shelley, brother & 

sister-in-law of Linda Jordan 

OõShields, Blake  
cousin of David & Terri Todd 

Birch, Joan, friend of John Andrews Kollock, John Phillips, Marie, friend of Korky Rice 

Brice, Jane Jenkins, Zoe  
daughter of Kathleen McDuffie 

Robson, Faith  
mother-in-law of Sandy Robson 

Bunce, Dick McFerrin, Jane Smessaert, Sharon 

Burroughs, Noreen Medder, Anita, friend of John 

Cantwell 

Sumner, Jim 

Calloway, Christopher Moss, John Williams, Jane  
mother of Carol Kokesh 

Clark, Cathy Navolis, Eleanor  

Clevenger, Joan Nosca, Pyong, friend of Mary 

Clarke 

 

Couch, Betty OõKeefe, Patrick 
grandson of Kathy OõKeefe 

 



  

  

Advent Quiet Day   
Saturday, December 13  
9:30 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m.  

 
Walking the Labyrinth ð Fred Skey from the Cathedral of St. Philip will bring their canvas labyrinth and will 
instruct participants in the use of the labyrinth as a means of prayer and meditation, including plenty of time to 
walk the labyrinth. 
 

9:30 am - Gather                                                   

10:00 - 11:00 am - Session #1 

11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.- Quiet time to walk labyrinth & enjoy lunch 

1:00 - 2:00 - Session #2 and closing Eucharist 

Labyrinth available until 3:00 p.m. 
 
Vegetable soup, homemade bread and fruit are available for lunch.  Donation requested $5.00. 
 
The Labyrinth is an archetype, a divine imprint, found in all religious traditions in various forms around the 
world. By walking a replica of the Chartres labyrinth, laid in the floor of the Chartres Cathedral in France 
around 1220, we are rediscovering a long-forgotten mystical tradition that is insisting to be reborn. 
 
The labyrinth has only one path, so there are no tricks to it and no dead ends. The path winds throughout and 
becomes a mirror for where we are in our lives. It touches our sorrows and releases our joys. Walk it with an 
open mind and an open heart. 
 
There are three states of the walk: 

Purgation (Releasing) ð A releasing, a letting go of the details of your life. This is the act of shedding 
thoughts and distractions. A time to open the heart and quiet the mind. 
Illumination (Receiving) ð When you reach the center, stay there as long as you like. It is a place of medi-
tation and prayer. Receive what is there for you to receive. 
Union (Returning) ð As you leave, following the same path out to the center as you came in, you enter the 
third stage, which is joining God. Each time you walk the labyrinth you become more empowered to find 
and do the work you feel your soul reaching for. 

 
Borrowed from Grace Cathedral-San Francisco 



  

 

A few moments from the Heritage Festival 

 

Parish Financial Update 

Welcome to the newest feature of the Mustard Seed. In addition to the pledge updates being provided on Sundayõs in the 
bulletin, this financial summary will now be provided to you monthly. This is part of the Vestryõs commitment to keeping 
you informed about the parishõs fiscal health. 

October Financial Statement 

As noted in the November church bulletins, pledge collections for the year are down. Our other revenue projections are 
also below budget. The Vestry has approved the freezing of all budget lines to reduce costs, so we can offset the decline in 
income. 

Weõre living on a budget, just like many of you. That means the church is only paying those bills that we are obligated to 
so the church can operate (e.g., utilities, payroll, etc.). All church committees were being contacted by their Vestry liaisons 
at press time with instructions to put off any purchases. 

In the meantime, we encourage anyone who is able to catch up their pledge if you are behind. 

In addition, the parish has completed the acquisition of property at 115 Wilson Street, which we are able to afford with-
out any significant impact on our budget. 

  Sunday Service 

Avg. Attendance 

Budgeted 
Income Actual Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses Actual Expenses 

October 155 $     25,980.83 $    15,625.85 $     25,980.83 $    25,973.51 

Year-to-Date 143 $   259,808.30 $  234,243.84 $   259,808.30 $  246,594.17 



  

 

More moments from the Heritage Festival 



  

  



  

  

The Season of Advent  

Preparing for Advent ðSunday, November 30 

10:00 a.m.ð11:00 a.m. in St. Julian Hall  

Intergenerational activities for all ages to enjoy!  
 

Greenery, forms and candles for Advent wreaths 

will be available to assemble at church or to take 

home.  There will be Advent devotionals and direc-

tions for lighting the Advent wreath at home.  
 

The children will be making Chrismons  for our par-

ish tree. Chrismons are Christian symbols, usually 

white and decorated with gold beads, glitter, or rib-

bon. 
 

Advent Taizé Prayer Service ð 

Sunday, December 7, 6:00 p.m. 

This service will be a blending of Taizé worship and  

music with traditional Advent lessons and carols.  
 

Advent Quiet Day ï Saturday, December 13 

9:30 a.m.-2:00 p.m.ðSt. Julian Hall  

ñWalking the Labyrinthò 

Schedule of Services  

Christmas Season  

 

Sunday, December 21 

   8:30 a.m.ðHoly Eucharist, Rite I  

   9:45 a.m.ð Holy Eucharist, Rite II  

   10:15 a.m.ðChildrenôs Christmas Pageant  In SHJ  

   11:15 a.m.ðHoly Eucharist, Rite II  

 

Wednesday, December 24, Christmas Eve 

    5:00 p.m.ðHoly Eucharist, Rite II ï Family Service 

    7:30 p.m.ðChristmas music, Grace-Calvary choir 

   8:00 p.m.ðHoly Eucharist, Rite II  

   10:30 p.m.ðChristmas music, Grace-Calvary choir 

   11:00 p.m.ðFestal Eucharist, Rite II with incense  

 

Sunday, December 28, First Sunday after Christmas 

One service only!  

   10:00 a.m.ðHoly Eucharist, Rite II with Christmas                   

Lessons and Carols 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Christmas at Grace-Calvary 

Christmas Gathering  

Come one! Come All! 

An evening of holiday feasting, lessons and carols is planned for Dec. 14 , starting at 6 p.m. You are cordially in-

vited to a covered dish dinner in Saint Julian Hall, where weôll all be able to celebrate with each other before the 

holidays get to hectic and the company arrives. 

Drinks and meat will be provided, but we are asking everyone to contribute a favorite dish to the eveningôs meal. 

To make sure we have a little bit of everything, weôre asking you to consider the following guidelines in selecting 

what you bring.  

Last name Dish 

AðF  Appetizer 

GðL  Salad 

MðT  Vegetable 

U-Z  Dessert 

Please RSVP to Barrie Aycock at 706-768-0840 or baycock@windstream.net.  

We are also working to make arrangements for those members who are unable to drive. If you would like to attend 

but need a ride, please call Jaime Huffman at 706-778-5565. 



  

 

 

We boldly ask you to consider making a donation, in any amount, to Foothills Counseling Center.  Foothills is a non-profit counseling 
center serving the communities of Habersham and White counties.  We provide high level, professional counseling to individuals, cou-
ples, youth and families on a sliding fee scale basis, serving anyone regardless of income.   
 
Since our inception in 1994, we have provided assistance to thousands who live in our community.  We have served, regardless of their 
ability to pay, those who were alone, lonely and frightened; elderly who needed an ear to listen; adolescents watching their parents go 
through difficult divorces; families suffering the erosion caused by alcohol and drugs; friends with severe depression and victims of abuse 
of all kinds. 
 
In difficult economic times, we find there is an even greater need for counseling, as financial and job stress puts a burden on families that 
often results in an increase in domestic violence, marital discord, substance abuse, depression, anxiety and child behavior problems.  Good 
mental health is a necessary component to living an emotionally rich and productive life.  We believe Foothills provides a vital service in 
this regard. 
 
Foothills is excited to have added services for children and to have hired a therapist who is specializes in this area. In the past year Foot-
hills provided approximately 1,000 hours of counseling for our clients.  Currently, our therapists offer services Tuesday through Thurs-
day in both Clarkesville and Sautee. About 55% of our funds come from fees, while the remainder of the budget comes from fund raising 
events, donations and grants.  
 
Thank you sincerely for considering making a tax deductible donation to Foothills.  Best wishes to you and your family for the coming 
year. 
 
Cynthia Johnston 
President, Board of Directors 

Foothills Counseling Center News 

Last Chance to order Your Christmas Cards! 
 

This yearõs cards once again feature original photography by 
Jim Owens. 

  
Cards are available in the three styles shown in boxes of 10. 
You may also order a mixed box, which contains 3 candle 

cards, 4 church cards, and 3 nativity cards. Each card has an 
appropriate verse and/or hymn.  The order form is available 
on the information table in St. Julian Hall, or you may call 

the office. 

 
Price per box: $15; Deadline: December 1 


