
  

 

Beloved, 

Sometimes it is renewing to change a pattern, to try something new.  And a sig-

nificant new change is upon us. The Rev. Don Harrison has been in our midst for 

two and a half years. As preacher, teacher, pastor, and friend, he has become very 

much a part of this parish. 

Don has been asked by Bishop Alexander to serve as vicar of St. Anthony‘s in 

Winder, Georgia, and he has accepted this call. While we will miss Don, we will always regard him 

as one of Grace-Calvary. Don‘s last Sunday with us will be March 1, the same day that Bp. Whitmore 

will be visiting us. Please plan to join in wishing godspeed to Don at that 1st Sunday breakfast. 

This month also sees the changing of another pattern. We have had programs every Wednesday 

night during the seasons of Advent and Lent for years.  Let‘s step out of that pattern and try some-

thing new. 

On the 2nd Wednesday of each month, we will have a fellowship meal and program in the evening 

from 6 - 8 p.m.  These 2nd Wednesdays will take the place of the Advent and Lenten Wednesday 

program schedule. We will enjoy a variety of speakers and topics.  

The first of our 2nd Wednesdays will take place on Feb. 11 and will feature Georgia Interfaith 

Power & Light.  We will watch a short film on problems and solutions in the southeastern part of our 

country, followed by discussion.  The mission of this organization is: 

―To engage communities of faith in stewardship of God‘s creation as a direct reflection of our faithful-

ness through worship, education, and the sustainable generation and efficient use of energy.‖ 

On March 11 Pat Williams will present the design of our new kneelers and the art of tapestry. 

In Christ‘s love, 

Rev. Dena Bearl 

G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  t h e  R e c t o r  

The Mustard Seed 
G r a c e- C a l v a r y  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  C l a r k e s v i l l e ,  G e o r g i a 
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As I write this, the torch of 

leadership is about to be 

passed from one administra-

tion to another. There are nu-

merous articles being written 

speculating on how Barack 

Obama will wield the power of 

the presidency. Will he ―speak 

softly and carry a big stick‖ or 

will he ―wear a velvet glove on 

a fist of iron?‖ The exercise of 

power is a curious thing. 

In the Gospel story James and 

John asked Jesus to allow 

them to sit at his right and left 

hands, the seats of power in 

the Kingdom of God. What Je-

sus told them was, if they 

wanted to be power brokers, 

they must first be servants. It 

doesn‘t appear that they got 

the message, either about 

power or the Kingdom, until 

much later. 

The contemporary term, 

―Servant Leader,‖ was coined 

by Robert Greenleaf when he 

was in charge of management 

development at AT&T in the 

early sixties. Greenleaf main-

tained that the most effective 

leaders in business were those 

who valued their employees as 

individuals, sought their in-

volvement in decision-making, 

and sought to empower them 

in their work environment.  

He expanded that idea in a 

seminal essay that Bennett 

Sims, then the Episcopal 

Bishop of Atlanta, read and 

adopted.  Later,  S ims, 

Greenleaf and James Laney, 

the President of Emory Uni-

versity, would establish the 

Bennett Sims Institute of Ser-

vant Leadership at Emory. 

In its early days the institute 

focused on training executives 

of major corporations, teaching 

them that power is best mod-

eled in servanthood. Over time 

the focus has shifted to include 

graduate and undergraduate 

students, who will enter their 

professions as Servant Lead-

ers.  

I have established a Servant 

Leadership Scholarship pro-

gram at Brenau University 

and currently have seven 

young women in the program. 

In January we held a retreat 

at Camp Mikell. What a great 

group! They worked long 

hours laying out their goals 

and objectives, planning pro-

grams and learning to lead. 

In Tennessee Williams‘ play, 

Streetcar Named Desire, 

Blanche sobs in a moment of 

joy and insight, ―Sometimes 

there is God……so quickly!‖ 

H.D.H.  + 

    

SERVANT LEADERSHIP 

Grace Calvary Parish Office Contacts 
The Rev. Dena Bearl: denabearl@windstream.net 

The Rev. Don Harrison: Donrev35@bellsouth.net 

The Rev. Mary Wetzel: marywetz@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator Todd Blandin: gcalvary@windstream.net 

Newsletter submissions: mustardseednewsletter@windstream.net 

Website: www.grace-calvary.org 

E-mail address: gcalvary@windstream.net 

Telephone: (706) 754-2451 

Fax: (706) 754-5621 

Rev. Don Harrison 



  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Please keep these people in your prayers. 

They are prayed for by name at each Wednesday morning Healing Service. If you wish to add someone to 

this prayer list, please call the church office at 706-754-2451. Most people are kept on this list for four 

weeks.  If after four weeks the person is still in need of prayer, please call the office and give us an up-

date. 

Betor, Marie; aunt of Tony 

Woronowski 

Brice, Jane 

Butts, Tammy; daughter of 

Zelda Ferguson 

Calloway, Christopher 

Clark, Cathy 

Davis, Lou; friend of Anne 

Jenkins 

Donnelly, Sherry 

Felder, Marge 

Frank, Bob; friend of Walton 

Smith 

Johnston, Megan; grand-

daughter of Bill & Cynthia 

Moss, John 

Phillips, Marie; friend of 

Corky Rice 

Smessaert, Sharon 

Thacher Miriam; friend of 

John Andrews 

White, Glen; friend of Jack & 

Gail Grimes 

Williams, Jane; mother of 

Carol Kokesh 

Birthdays  

1  John Andrews, John Cantwell,  

  William ―Bill‖ Johnston 

4  Michelle Wetherbee 

5  David Perry 

6  Lynda Ann Loring 

8  Dick Bunce 

9  McCall Aycock 

12  Billye Runion 

13  Becky Jackson, Tony Woronowski 

14  Diane Owens 

15  Ellen Evatt 

16  Judith Creech 

23  John Davis, Marty Smith 

26  Walton Smith 

 

Anniversaries  

5  Bob & Pat Alewine 

 Robert & Elizabeth Miller 

13  Craig & Sherry Donnelly 

14  Ray & Rita Bass 

16  Bob & Teri Parker 

Let Us Celebrate 

About the Mustard Seed  

The Mustard Seed is brought to you through the  

efforts of: 

Layout–Lane Gresham 

Editors–Dena Bearl, Todd Blandin, Sandy Robson 

Mailing–Pat Molnar 

Contributions–Our members 



  

  

Parish Financial Update 
We ended 2008 below budget on income and expenses. Thanks to a combination of cost controls in 

the fourth quarter and a number of last minute non-pledge offerings, we finished the year with 

positive cash flow, which we‘re carrying over into this year. 

While our January financials below look like we‘re off to a good start, they are deceiving. Two 

thirds of the income, $27,000, we‘re reporting in January are 2009 pledges that have already been 

paid in full for the year. Without those prepaid pledges, our January income would have been well 

below our budget and our January expenses. 

The church is currently projecting a revenue shortfall for the year based on the results of the stew-

ardship campaign. Our Treasurer and the Finance Committee will be monitoring our budget 

monthly, and additional reductions in budgeted expenses are a possibility. 

  Budgeted 
Income Actual Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses Actual Expenses 

December $     25,980.83 $     44,216.52 $     25,980.83 $     24,729.50 

2008 $   311,700.00 $   300,198.81 $   311,700.00 $   293,418.99 

Buildings and Grounds says THANK YOU! 
Building and Grounds thanks the following people for their time and effort in improving the Grace-

Calvary rectory at 115 Wilson Street and cleaning up the tree that was blown down on the church prop-

erty: 

  

Rob Aycock  Dena Bearl  Roy Bruner  Eph Davis 

Elery Dunham Mark Gardner  Bill Gresham  Jack Grimes 

Ron House  Russell Johnson Clair Langmaid Jim Loring 

Frank McCann Tom Pulsifer  Ray Rowell  Mike Short 

Charle Statler  Pat Statler  Bryant Tench 

  

These people contributed time during one (or more!) of six work days in December and January, some-

times under very adverse conditions, to help us improve the rectory. They worked under, in, above, and 

around the house completing too many tasks to list. Just a few of the things they accomplished include: 

installation of motion detector security lights, attic walkway, new door, crawl space, walkway crawl 

space vapor barrier, moulding, storm windows, cleaning the roof, gutters, and downspouts, yard and 

trimming shrubbery, crawl space 

 

Their hard work has made the rectory more energy efficient, safer, and easier and less expensive to 

maintain moving forward. Thank you to everyone for your hard work! 

          Les Parsons 

 

P.S. This house is feeling like a home, thanks to Les Parsons and his army of saints.  Thanks be to God 

that this lovely piece of property belongs to Grace Calvary.  All to the Glory of God. 

          Dena  

  Budgeted 
Income Actual Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses Actual Expenses 

January $     25,000.00 $     41,119.98 $     36,344.42 $     29,913.43 

Year-to-Date $     25,000.00 $     41,119.98 $     36,344.42 $     29,913.43 



  

 

 

...Youth News...Youth News...Youth News... 
The Sharing & Caring 

Christmas Food Distribution 

had a few elves from Grace 

Calvaryé. 

Bowling for acolytes...  

Sixteen of our acolytes met for fellowship and a 

short meeting. They enjoyed pizza, some games. 

Then, acolyte master Robert Elliott, Mother Dena, 

some parents and Sunday School teachers joined the 

kids for bowling. Everyone had a great time! 



  

  

Special thanks to all who helped with the Christmas performance! 



  

 Barbara Brown Taylor to lead symposium on religion in Athens 

Author and preacher Barbara Brown Taylor will lead a symposium at Piedmont College in 

Athens that will explore how the South is embracing religious diversity in the 21st cen-

tury. 
 

The conference, titled ―Who Is My Neighbor: A Changing Religious South,‖ will be held 

Feb. 20-21, 2009, at the college‘s Athens campus and at the Classic Center. The event is 

open to the public, and registration information can be found at the college website, 

www.piedmont.edu. The fee for the two-day conference is $125. 

Taylor, named Author of the Year by the Georgia Writers Association for her memoir 

―Leaving Church,‖ said that while the American South ―has always held more religious di-

versity than meets the eye, that richness is increasingly evident in city skylines, neighbor-

hood grocery stores and other community settings. We want to examine how different com-

munities have built bridges between neighbors of different religious traditions and con-

sider ways to honor faith in all its marvelous variety.‖ 

More than 150 clergy, lay persons, academics, and students participated in the first sym-

posium on religion held at the Piedmont Athens campus in February 2008. The two-day 

event, titled ―The Bible in the Christ-Haunted South,‖ examined religious influences in 

Southern literature, folk art, music and contemporary culture. 

Participants at this year‘s conference on Religion and the Liberal Arts will gain an over-

view of the changing religious South, have the opportunity to meet with bridge-builders 

between people of different faiths, and consider ways to meet new neighbors in the places 

they call home. 

Taylor is the Butman Professor of Philosophy and Religion at Piedmont, where she has 

taught since 1998. An Episcopal priest since 1984, Taylor spent 15 years in parish minis-

try and is the author of numerous books on religion and preaching. 

For more information about the symposium or to register, contact Brandy Aycock at the 

Piedmont College campus in Demorest at 1-800-868-1641; e-mail baycock@piedmont.edu; 

or visit www.piedmont.edu. 

 



  

  

Update on Christopher Callaway 
Dear family and friends, 

We are thrilled to report that if all the paper work goes well and there are no unforeseen complica-

tions, Christopher will be released from the hospital tomorrow, Monday, January 12!!!  There will 

be great rejoicing in smelling fresh air, feeling the sun‘s rays, driving in 

a car, getting a haircut and buying some new shoes after approximately 

thirty-six days in the hospital. He will still be wearing a sponge-vac 

mechanism that will need to be changed Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-

days until his leg is completely healed, but Chris is able to walk, take 

his own showers, think with more clarity and has overall renewed en-

ergy. 

Plans evolve daily for our family.  With Christopher‘s comfort and fa-

miliarity with the team of excellent doctors, Chris asked if he could stay 

with these doctors through the chemo treatment and follow-ups and to 

return to SMU. A few days later, Karen was unexpectedly and gra-

ciously granted a leave of absence from her teaching at Young Harris 

College enabling her to stay with Chris.  Now Karen is looking for a 

comfortable and affordable place for the two of them to live in…. with 

kitchen facilities…. easily accessible to SMU and Presbyterian Hospital! 

Charles is thrilled by this decision, and Sandy is bravely living at our 

home alone. 

Thank you again, from all of us, for your invaluable support, prayers and concern for Chris and 

our entire family. We are truly thankful to learn daily more about God‘s boundless mercies and 

blessings and will continue to update on the recovery process. 

Sandy, Karen, Charles and Chris Calloway 

Kathleen Johnson and Chris  

If you have ever had any doubts regarding 

the Power of Prayers of Intercession, re -visit, 

re-think, that part of your Faith.   It 

works.   The cards, notes and flowers you 

sent to me were the anchor that gave me 

strength to recover from the serious, and 

near fatal, surgery and long illness.   I am 

regaining strength slowly but with determi-

nation.    

I say "Thank You" for your love and 

prayers.  

Cathy Clark 

There is no way to put into words the heart-

felt thanks we have for our Grace -Calvary 

family. The outpouring of prayers, cards, 

food and contributions has been overwhelm-

ing. We have felt your love, and it has sus-

tained us and will continue to do so. We 

thank you so much for each and every hug 

and prayer. With much love and apprecia-

tion.  

 Al & Carol Mason 

Thanks for Your Prayers 



  

 

New Bond with Grace-Calvary 
  
Foothills Counseling has always had a close relationship with Grace-Calvary, and it grew even closer in 

January.  Todd Blandin, our parish administrator, has been named Executive Director for Foothills (a part

-time position).  Don‘t fear, he will be continuing in his current role as parish administrator. 

  

―Foothills provides a unique service to the people of Northeast Georgia, one that is in demand in light of 

the economic and social pressures facing individuals and families.  We know Todd will enable us to in-

crease our ability to serve this community,‖ according to Walton Smith, President of Foothill‘s Board of 

Directors 

   

Kathy Blandin, Todd‘s wife, has also joined Foothills‘ staff part-time.  She will focus her energy on build-

ing stronger relationships between Foothills Counseling and the northeast Georgia community.  For more 

information on the services provided by Foothills Counseling Center, please call 706-754-5155 or visit 

www.foothillscounselingcenter.org. 

Ministry Fair 2009 
Saturday, February 28, 9 a.m. ï 4 p.m., Cathedral of St. Philip 

 ñFrom Fear to Hope: Living Faithfully in an Uncertain Worldò 
  

Enjoy the Great Gathering and guest speaker Courtney Cowart, who will address the question: 

Is the turmoil in the world today calling us back to our true identity as followers of Jesus? Is the inherent 

promise in this moment, if we will only claim it? 

 

The Fair also features an array of idea-filled workshops for all Episcopalians including: 

 

Bishop Neil: Lambeth Wrap-Up & 10 Best Reasons to be an Episcopalian; Hispanic Ministries; New Poor 

in our Parishes; Creating Sacred Space in the Home; What They Didn‘t Tell You/Vestry; Telling the Good 

News: Parish Communications; Educate Each Child According to His Ways;…..and more. 

 

Information is on the diocesan website, www.episcopalatlanta.org, and on the information table in St. 

Julian Hall. 

During the Advent Quiet Day, participants 

walked a labyrinth in St. Julian Hall.  Fred 

Skey, the ―Keeper of the labyrinth‖ at the Ca-

thedral of St. Philip, led the day. 



  

 

News and Events 

Parish Email List  

Frequently there is a need to communicate quickly 

to the parish community, and e-mail provides one 

of the fastest and most affordable ways for us to 

reach out to you.  It also offers the opportunity to 

communicate more frequently than the Mustard 

Seed and in more detail than the Sunday Bulletin. 

We would like to make sure we have your current 

e-mail address for two purposes. First, we want to 

make sure e-mail addresses are current and listed 

in the church directory, to help you reach out to 

each other. 

Second, we would like to add you to the church‘s e-

mail list with your permission. Please submit your 

current e-mail address to gcavary@windstream. 

net, let us know if you‘d like to be on the church‘s 

mailing list. 

We do not share the list with any one. 

Catechumenate  

Sundays, Feb. 15 thru May 17  

12:30 ð 2 p.m.  

Cat–i–cue–menate is a course of instruction in 

view of baptism, confirmation, or the renewal 

of baptismal vows. This group will meet each 

Sunday (except Palm Sunday and Easter) cul-

minating with a Confirmation service at the 

Cathedral on Sunday, May 31st (which is op-

tional). We will cover various topics including 

worship, the bible, church history and polity, 

the practice of the faith. 

 

Sign up at 706-754-2451 or gcal-

vary@windstream.net. 

Taize' Prayer service  

Sunday, Feb. 22, 6 p.m.  

 

Taize' is a contemplative service using beauti-

ful Taize' music, soft candlelight, time for 

meditation, time for silence and time for 

prayers at the altar.  All who seek a period of 

quiet in this noisy world are welcome. 

Come Greet the Bishop  

Sunday, March 1  

Bishop Keith Whitmore, Assistant Bishop for 

the Diocese of Atlanta, will be joining us in 

March.  Bishop Whitmore previously served in 

Wisconsin. He will be with us as preacher and 

celebrant, will dine with us during 1st Sunday 

breakfast and will speak to the adult forum. 

Ash Wednesday  

Wed. Feb 25, Noon and 6 p.m.  

This service includes Holy Eucharist and the 

Imposition of Ashes as we remember that ‗we 

are dust and to dust we shall return‘ and pre-

pare our hearts and minds for the forty days 

of Lent. Shrove Tuesday  

Tuesday, February 24, 6 ð 8 p.m.  

Pancakes and sausage, Mardi Gras music and 

King cake! Come enjoy this excess of fun and 

food before the Lenten fast begins! 

Frank McCann has graciously agreed to lead 

the cooking and Cynthia Johnston is coordinat-

ing the evening, but we still 

need some pancake cookers 

(people and griddles) for 

this year. 

 

If you‘re able to help, please 

contact Frank or Cynthia. 

And if you plan on coming, 

please RSVP to the church 

office at 706-754-2451 or 

gcalvary@windstream.net. We want to be sure 

there are plenty of pancakes and sausage for 

all! 

New 2nd Wednesdays  

Wednesday, Feb. 11, 6 - 8p.m.  

The first of our new monthly dinner and pro-

grams kicks off with a presentation on faith-

based environmental stewardship by Georgia 

Interfaith Power & Light. 

Plan to join us! 



  

 

February 2009 

Weekly Events 

Sundays 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II 

10:00 a.m. Christian Ed 

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II w/ choir 

1:30 p.m. EfM (POFR) 

8:00 p.m. AA (SJH) 

8:00 p.m. Al-anon (POFR) 

Mondays 

10 a.m.  1st & 3rd Mondays—Joyful Hands 

 2nd & 4th Mondays—Kneeler Weav-

ers Meeting 

Tuesdays 

10:00 a.m. Bible Study (SJH) 

6:00 p.m. Book Discussion Group (SJHC) 

8:00 p.m. AA Meeting (SJHC) 

Wednesdays 

8:00 a.m. Kindermusik (SJH) 

10:30 a.m. Healing Service 

11:30 a.m. Daughters of the King (SJH) 

6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (POCR) 

7:30 p.m. AA (SJH) 

Thursdays 

5:00 p.m. Kindermusik (SJH) 

Fridays 

8:00 p.m. AA (SJH) 

10:00 a.m. Pilates Class (SJH) 

Saturdays 

10:00 a.m. Al-Anon (POFR) 

Other Events 

Feb. 1, 12 p.m. Newcomer Luncheon (SJH) 

Feb. 2, 6 p.m. Outreach Comm. (POFM) 

Feb. 4, 4:30 p.m. Worship Comm. (POFM) 

Feb. 8, 12:45 p.m. Jr. Cotillion (SJH) 

Feb. 9, 5 p.m. Foothills Board Meeting 

(POFR) 

Feb. 11, 6 p.m. Fellowship meal & Program 

(SJH) 

Feb. 12, 6 p.m. Woodturners (SJHU) 

Feb. 15, 12:30 p.m. Catechumenate Class (SJH) 

Feb. 16, 6 p.m. Vestry meeting (SJH) 

Feb. 17, 4 p.m. Sharing & Caring Board 

Meeting (SJH) 

Feb. 18, 6:30 p.m. Men of Grace (SJH) 

Feb. 19, 6 p.m. Mythological Rndtble (POFR) 

Feb. 22, 12:30 p.m. Catechumenate Class (SJH) 

                6:00 p.m. Taize‘ Prayer Service 

Feb. 24, 6 p.m. Shrove Tuesday Pancake  

 Supper (SJH) 

Feb. 25, 12 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

Feb. 25, 6 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

Feb. 27, 5:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross 

Feb. 28, 9 a.m.– 4 p.m. Ministry Fair at Cathedral 

 

Legend 

POCR – Parish Office Choir Room 

POFR – Parish Office Family Room 

SJH – Saint Julian Hall 

SJHC – Saint Julian Hall Classroom 

SJHU – Saint Julian Hall Undercroft 

African American Music  

Alliance Concert  

Feb. 22, 2009, 3 p.m.  

This year‘s concert is being held at Cornelia 

United Methodist Church.   

Get Fit!  

A Pilates class taught by Sylvia Anderson will be 

meeting at St. Julian Hall on Fridays for the next 

several months from 10:00 – 11:15 AM.  Cost for 

the class is $5.00 per session.  Participants need to 

bring an exercise mat, a fit ball and 2 or 3 lb 

weights.  For more information contact Barrie Ay-

cock at 706-768-0840 or email baycock@ 

windstream.net. 



  

 

 

Feb. 1 Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111; 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

Feb. 8 Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-12, 21; 1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 

Feb. 15 2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Mark 1:40-45 

Feb. 22 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9 
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 Vestry 

Sr. Warden ð Mr. Ephraim Davis 

ô10 

Jr. Warden ð Mr. John Cantwell ô11 

Mr. John Andrews ô10 

Mrs. Barrie Aycock ô11 

Mr. Russell Johnson ô11 

Mr. Jim Loring ô12 

Mrs. Margaret Parsons ô10 

Mr. Walton Smith ô12 

Mrs. Anne Short ô12 


