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Greetings from the Rector V

Beloved,

The Second Wednesdaysprogram in March provided a preview for what will be a
touching and inspiring addition to our church building. Pat Williams unveiled the
first finished kneeler of several hand -crafted, original designs that are being made
to grace the church. To help us understand the role of tapestry in faith, she gave

a presentation on the art of tapestry. We also enjoyed a display of her work follow-
ing dinner prepared by Daughters of the King

Rev. Dena Bearl

If you could see all five kneelers in place, you would see the beautiful foothills of our surrounding
countryside as a backdrop for the liturgical seasons of the year: Advent, Christmas/ Epiphany, Lent,
Easter, and Pentecost. Symbols from nature and from scripture combine to portray each season.

Pat is donating her time and expertise to design and weave the kneelers. Episcopal Church Women
gave a grant for the materials. Becky Jackson, Kathy Lovell, Margaret Parsons, and Susan Smith
have worked closely with Pat to turn a concept into a work of art to adorn our altar.

In order to cover the cost of upholstery, there will be opportunities to dedicate the kneelers as memo-
rials. One kneeler is already spoken for. Inquiries about memorials may be directed to me. Pat also
looks forward to offering opportunities for members of the parish to actually weave small portions so

that we can all share in this project.

Many thanks to Pat for this 6l abor of | ove. & We
years to come.
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We started something new
with our Taizé service in
March. We partnered with Na-

coochee Presbyterian in Sau-
tee Nacoochee to offer a fuller
spiritual service for those in-

terested in Taizé. We will con-
tinue to offer Taizé services
together to the faith commu-
nity of North Georgia, rotating

the service between their
church and ours.

The next service will be held
at Grace-Calvary on Sunday,
April 26 at 6 p.m. Barbara

Taizé is Growing!

Luhn will be guiding the com-
bined service and will be
joined by musicians from the
community to provide the mu-
sic for this time of worship &
some of the instruments in-
clude flute, viola, guitar, and
keyboard.

Come and find your own quiet
center during this time of con-

templative prayer, music, and

silence surrounded by the glow
of candles and the approach-
ing twilight. Come as you are.

All are welcome.

-

For those who have never at-
tended a service in this style,

the service is patterned after

the Taizé community in

France. This contemplative
order of non-denominational
brothers attracts over 10,000
pilgrims per year. The Taizé
community practices a strong

devotion to peace and justice
through prayer and medita-

tion. For more information you

may check out www.taize.fr/
en.

"KNOW IT WELL, LOVE WAS HIS MEANNG.”

Sharing & Caring Needs Help B

In 2008 we served 18,781 needy people in Habersham County. Our total expenditure for out-
reach services was $230,480.90. The sales from donated items totaled $204,003.04. You can see
how important support from the community is to our ministry. The donations the people make

and the purchases that are made allow us to provide assistance to many people. As you know, we
have no paid employees; all are volunteers. We receive an annual grant from United Way. Our
offices are open Monday through Friday in Cornelia; Clarkesville is closed on Thursday. The
stores are open Monday through Saturday, except Clarkesville is closed on Thursday. The hours

of operation are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

i Sue and Ray Rowell
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Grace Calvary Parish Office Contacts
The Rev. Dena Bearl: denabearl@windstream.net
The Rev. Mary Wetzel: marywetz@gmail.com
Parish Administrator Todd Blandin: gcalvary@windstream.net
Newsletter submissions: mustardseednewsletter@windstream.net
Website: www.grace -calvary.org
E-mail address: gcalvary@windstream.net
Telephone: (706) 754-2451
Fax: (706) 754-5621
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Please keep these people in your prayers.

They are prayed for by name at each Wednesday morning Healing Service. If you wish to add someone to
this prayer list, please call the church office at 706  -754-2451. Most people are kept on this list for four
weeks. If after four weeks the person is still in need of prayer, please call the office and give us an up-
date.

Bennett, Sharon ; friend of Harwood, Kathy ; mother of Smessaert, Sharon

Pat Molnar Kelly Carpenter Taylor, Debbie ; friend of An-
Calloway, Christopher Hodgens, Grace nie Jenkins
Clarke, Mary Phillips, Marie ; friend of Williams, Jane ; mother of
Eckler, George ; friend of Corky Rice Carol Kokesh

Tony Woronowski Robertson, Terry ; friend of Williams, Mark ; friend of
Evans, Denise ; friend of John Andrews John Andrews

Corky Rice Sexton, Debbie ; friend of Bar- Woronowski, Tony
Ferguson, Zelda rie Aycock
Garcia, Jose; son-in-law of Seaman, Katie ; friend of

John Andrews Davis & Mixon families

Let Us Celebrate
Birthdays 25 Arthur Singer

5 Corrine Rice, Henry Yearwood 27 Mack Couch, Ed Taylor
6 Bobby Aycock 28 Joan Clevenger
11 Jack Johnston, Yadira Perry, Taylor Singer 29 Chrissy Garrison
12 Jack Grimes, Kathleen McDuffie Anniversaries
15 Bryant Tench 1 Al & Carol Mason
17 Jaime Huffman 10 Ron & Betty House;
18 Lynda Averack Jim & Lynda Ann Loring
19 Marge Felder 11 Paul & Corrine Rice
20 Catherine Ariail 16 Johnnie & Judith Creech
21 Andrew Whitman Tench 25 Matt & Joely Mixon;

Bryant & Jennifer Tench
28 Gene & Mary Smith

22 Jo Whited

23 Jenna Dundore

About the Mustard Seed

The Mustard Seed is brought to you through the
efforts of: Mailing dPat Molnar

Editors dDena Bearl, Todd Blandin, Sandy Robson

Layout 8Lane Gresham Contributions 80ur members
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Parish Financial Update

committee
the first quarter and will likely recommend a lower, revised budget based on updated pledge projec-
tions for the year.
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Expense management is an on -going focus of the church, because unrestricted monthly revenues
continue to fall below budget. Several annual pledges have already been paid in full, which has al-
lowed us to operate despite monthly revenues being below budget; however, our fund balance is de-
creasing monthly.

April

Budgeted Budgeted
Income Actual Income Expenses Actual Expenses
March $25,000.00 $22,902.79 $22,833.62 $21,825.63
YTD $75,000.00 $85,649.88 $81,761.64 $76,184.47

Holy Week and Easter

| commend the worship services and events of Holy Week to help us prepare in heart

and mind to receive the full blessings of Easter.

April 5

April 6, 6 p.m.

April 7, 6 p.m.

April 8, 6 p.m.

April 9, 6 p.m.

April 10, noon
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

April 11, 10 a.m.

April 12, 6 a.m.
8 a.m.

9:15 a.m.

10:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

+Dena

Palm Sunday -Procession of palms beginning in St. Julian Hall
will lead into the reading of the Passion and the beginning of

Holy Week.

Evening Prayer

Evening Prayer

Tenebrae (Latin for darkness or shadows) - an ancient service of
readings and decreasing light. Our Second Wednesdays dinner
and program will immediately follow the service. Tom Ettinger

will be the speaker.
Maundy Thursday
ping of the altar
Good Friday service

Station of the Cross

Good Friday service

Holy Saturday -Lenten Quiet Day of
meditation, readings and reflection will be
held until 2 p.m. in the Parish Office.
Easter Vigil

Breakfast

Holy Eucharist

Easter Egg and Alleluia Hunt

Holy Eucharist ~ w/ choir

-Holy Eucharist with footwashing and strip-




-

Rev. Dena Bearl, Rt. Rev.
Whitmore, Assistant Bishop,
Cynthia Johnston and Rev.
Don Harrison during the
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Letter from the Bishops of the Episcopal Church

A Pastoral Letter from the Bishops of the Episcopal Church meeting in Hendersonville, North Caro-
lina, March 13 -18, 2009 to the Church and our partners in mission throughout the world.

| have learned to be content with whatever | have. | know what it is to have little, and | know what it is to
have plenty. In any and all circumstances | have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of
having plenty and of being in need. | can do all things through him who strengthens me.

--Philippians 4:11b - 13

As the House of Bishops gather at the Kanuga Camp and Conference Center for our annual Spring Retreat,
we are mindful of the worsening financial crisis around us. We recognize there are no easy solutions for the
problems we now face. In the United States there is a 30% reduction of overall wealth, a 26% reduction in
home values and a budget deficit of unprecedented proportions. Unemployment currently hovers at over 8%
and is estimated to top 10% by the end of the year. There are over 8 million homes in America that are in
foreclosure. Consumer confidence is at a 50 -year low.

Unparalleled corporate greed and irresponsibility, predatory lending practices, and rampant consumerism

have amplified domestic and global economic injustice. The global impact is difficult to calculate, except

that the poor will become poorer and our commitment to continue our work toward achieving the Millen-

nium Development Goals by 2015 is at great risk. A specter of fear creeps not only across the United

States, but also across the world, sometimes causing us as a people to ignore the Gospel imperative of self -
sacrifice and generosity, as we scramble for self -preservation in a culture of scarcity.

The crisis is both economic and environmental. The drought that grips Texas, parts of the American South,
California, Africa and Australia, the force of hurricanes that have wreaked so much havoc in the Carib-
bean, Central America and the Gulf Coast, the ice storm in Kentucky i these and other natural disasters
related to climate change f result in massive joblessness, driving agricultural production costs up, and
worsening global hunger. The wars nations wage over diminishing natural resources kill and debilitate not
only those who fight in them, but also civilians, weakening families, and destroying the land. We as a peo-
ple have failed to see this connection, compartmentalizing concerns so as to minimize them and continue to
live without regard to the care of God's creation and the stewardship of the earth's resources that usher in

a more just and peaceful world.

In this season of Lent, God calls us to repentance. We have too often been preoccupied as a Church with
internal affairs and a narrow focus that has absorbed both our energy and interest and that of our Com-
munion @ to the exclusion of concern for the crisis of suffering both at home and abroad. We have often
failed to speak a compelling word of commitment to economic justice. We have often failed to speak truth to
power, to name the greed and consumerism that has pervaded our culture, and we have too often allowed
the culture to define us instead of being formed by Gospel values.

While our commitment to the eradication of extreme poverty through the eight Millennium Development
Goals moves us toward the standard of Christ's teaching, we have nevertheless often fallen short of the
transformation to which Christ calls us in our own lives in order to live more fully into the Gospel paradigm
of God's abundance for all.

Everyone is affected by the shrinking of the global economy. For some, this is a time of greatloss i loss of
employment, of homes, of a way of life. And for the most vulnerable, this "downturn" represents an emer-
gency of catastrophic proportions. Like the Prodigal who comes to his senses and returns home, we as the
people of God seek a new life. We recognize in this crisis an invitation into a deeper simplicity, a tightening

of the belt, an expanded Lenten fast, and a broader generosity. God's abundant mercy and forgiveness meet
and embrace us, waiting to empower us through the Holy Spirit to face the coming days.

In a time of anxiety and fear the Holy Spirit invites us to hope. Anxiety, when voiced in community can be
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Mark Your Calendar

May 3 Mid -year parish update and First Sunday Breakfast
May 17 Pentecostal Picnic on the lawn behind the parish office after the 11:15 service

Bi shopds Letter Cont.

heard, blessed and transformed into energy and hope, but if ignored, swallowed or hidden, fear and anxiety
can be corrosive and lead to despair. We Christians claim that joy and hope emerge for those who have the
courage to endure suffering. In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul goes so far as to boast of his suffering,
because "suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,
and hope does not disappoint us because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
that has been given to us." Our current crisis presents us with opportunities to learn from our brothers and
sisters of faith in other parts of the world who have long been bearers of hope in the midst of even greater
economic calamity.

We can also learn from our spiritual ancestors, who found themselves in an economic and existential crisis
that endured for forty years 9 on their journey from Egypt to Israel. While they groaned in Egypt, they
murmured at Sinai 8 at least at first. And then after their groaning, complaining and reverting to old com-
forts of idol worship, they were given Grace to learn and understand what the Lord wanted to teach them.

They learned that they needed the wilderness in order to recover their nerve and put their full trust in God
--and to discover their God -given uniqueness, which had been rubbed away during their captivity in Egypt.
They adopted some basic rules that enabled them to live in a community of free people rather than as cap-
tives or slaves 0 the God-given Ten Commandments. And perhaps most importantly, our spiritual ances-
tors discovered that the wilderness is a unique place of God's abundance and miracle, where water gushed
out of a rock and manna appeared on the desert floor & food and drink miraculously provided by God.

As we go through our own wilderness, these spiritual ancestors also point the way to a deep and abiding
hope. We can rediscover our uniqueness 8 which emerges from the conviction that our wealth is determined
by what we give rather than what we own. We canre -discover manna 6 God's extraordinary expression of
abundance. Week by week, in congregations and communities around the world, our common manna is
placed before us in the Eucharist. Ordinary gifts of bread and wine are placed on the altar, and become for
us the Body and Blood of Christ, which, when we receive them, draw us ever more deeply into the Paschal
mystery of Christ's death and resurrection.

As our risen Lord broke through the isolation of the disciples huddled in fear for their lives following his
suffering and death, so too are we, the Body of Christ, called to break through the loneliness and anxiety of
this time, drawing people from their fears and isolation into the comforting embrace of God's gathered com-
munity of hope. As disciples of the risen Christ we are given gifts for showing forth God's gracious generos-
ity and for finding blessing and abundance in what is hard and difficult. In this time the Holy Spirit is mov-
ing among us, sharing with us the vision of what is real and valued in God's world. In a time such as this,
Christ draws us deeper into our faith revealing to us that generosity breaks through distrust, paralysis and
misinformation. Like our risen Lord, we, as his disciples are called to listen to the world's pain and offer
comfort and peace.

As we continue our Lenten journey together we place our hearts in the power of the Trinity. The God who
created us is creating still and will not abandon us. The Incarnate Word, our Savior Jesus Christ, who in
suffering, dying and rising for our sake, stands in solidarity with us, has promised to be with us to the end
of the age. God the Holy Spirit, the very breath of God for us and in us, is our comforter, companion, inspi-
ration and guide. In this is our hope, our joy and our peace.
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The Prayer Beards are the Anglican Rosaries
made by the women and placed on the altar at
the Taizé service. Um-

brellas symbolize all
the rain - all weekend!

ECW Retreat 2009

i Cynthia Johnston




