
  

 

Beloved, 

 

We are still in the Great Fifty Days of Easter ð and I am remembering our beauti-

ful, light -filled Easter morning. One author writes, ôJesus is not a problem to be 

solved, but a mystery to be celebrated.õ We celebrate a mystery far beyond our com-

prehension as we rise early on Easter morning and sing at the Great Vigil of 

Easter:  

 

 Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine 

continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it 

ever burning ð he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  

 

I hope this Easter season is a time of renewal for all of us. Several people from Grace -Calvary re-

newed their baptismal vows or confirmed their faith last week at the Cathedral of St. Philip. As he 

continually drives away all darkness, may you and they find new experiences of the presence of the 

living Christ in your lives.  

 

Many thanks to all the hearts and hands and voices that prepared for our Holy Week and Easter ser-

vices.  Iõve said jokingly that itõs hard work to give birth to Jesus and to raise 

him from the dead. But, isnõt that what weõre called to do? The holy, daily 

work of bringing forth Godõs love into the world and pointing to the ways we 

have seen and experienced Godõs life-giving mercy and grace.  

 

In Christõs love, 

Rev. Dena Bearl  

G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  t h e  R e c t o r 

The Mustard Seed 
G r a c e- C a l v a r y  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  C l a r k e s v i l l e ,  G e o r g i a 
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Dear Members of Grace -

Calvary,  

It is with gratitude and love in 

our hearts that we write to 

you.  During the many months 

of Chrisõs pre-surgery tests 

and evaluations, actual sur-

gery, other minor surgeries 

and the healing process in 

Dallas, Texas, we have re-

ceived countless cards, 

prayers, gifts, calls, best 

wishes and numerous mone-

tary gifts from you.  

You have been an invaluable 

source of strength, love and 

the embodiment of Godõs Holy 

Spirit upholding us and our 

entire family during this time 

of sickness, pain, suffering, 

healing and economic chal-

lenge. There have been some 

very difficult times, but we 

have always felt Godõs love 

and presence and we have 

never been in want.  

Rarely did we feel loneliness, 

despair or hopelessness.  God 

prov ided ext raord inary 

strength, especial ly to 

Chris.   Your part in his jour-

ney of illness and now healing 

has been profound for us. 

THANK YOU.  

Finally, in early March, three 

and a half months after sur-

gery, the deep incision in 

Chrisõs upper leg healed. Just 

prior to this, Chris and I trav-

eled to Boston to the Dana 

Farber Cancer Institute where 

we met with the head of the 

sarcoma division. This second 

opinion was invaluable to 

Chris and, ultimately, Chris 

decided not to have post -

adjuvant chemotherapy.  

There is no known success in 

killing the type of cells he had 

in his tumor with chemother-

apy.  So, with continuous 

prayer, a healthy diet, Essiac 

(an American Indian herbal 

remedy), homeopath remedies, 

occasional acupuncture treat-

ments and his love for God, 

life, people, and music, Chris 

continues to heal.  

After a three month check up 

that included an MRI and 

chest scans, there is no sign of 

cancer.  Chris will be given 

these exams every three 

months for two years and then 

every six months for three 

years. 

We believe that with God all 

things are possible.   We pray 

for his complete healing.  

At this time, the plan is for us 

to return to Georgia in mid 

May after school is over, and 

Charles has graduated with 

his Masters Degree.   We look 

forward to this very much and 

know that Sandy is equally 

looking forward to this time!!  

Chris is hoping to take some 

classes at Young Harris and 

keep cooking before coming 

back to SMU as a sopho-

more.  I canõt wait to reunite 

with Sandy, our new home, 

the choir and all of you, as 

well as learn to garden (Ed 

Taylor, I need your help!!) and 

to prepare for teaching in the 

fall.  

A very special thanks goes to 

Kathleen Johnson (and Rus-

sell) and her endless support 

and prayers to Chris and 

me.  She organized the prayer 

vigil service in November at 

the time of Chrisõs surgery. 

She and Russell visited us 

twice in Dallas during the 

Christmas holiday at the  
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Grace Calvary Parish Office Contacts  
The Rev. Dena Bearl: denabearl@windstream.net  

The Rev. Mary Wetzel: marywetz@gmail.com  

Parish Administrator Todd Blandin: gcalvary@windstream.net  

Newsletter submissions: mustardseednewsletter@windstream.net  

Website: www.grace -calvary.org  

E-mail address: gcalvary@windstream.net  

Telephone: (706) 754-2451 

Fax: (706) 754-5621 

With gratitude from the Calloways 



  

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Please keep these people in your prayers . 

They are prayed for by name at each Wednesday morning Healing Service. If you wish to add someone to 

this prayer list, please call the church office at 706 -754-2451. Most people are kept on this list for four 

weeks.  If after four weeks the person is still in need of prayer, please call the office and give us an up-

Birthdays  

1 Gail Grimes, Ann Moncure  

2 Kathleen Johnson  

3 Nancy Adams  

4 Miles Beech, Mark Gardner, Linda Partington  

6 Charles Calloway  

7 Walter Jarck, Matt Mixon  

8 Brandy Aycock  

9 Barbara Johnston  

10 Russell Johnson  

11 Barbara Hodges, Madeline McClurg  

12 Tommy Walker  

16 Kate Cornwell  

17 Kathy Shields  

19 Becky Bruner  

21 Joely Mixon  

23 Ray Rowell, Florence Woronowski  

25 Kay Gauthier  

26 Linda Hill Jordan  

27 Amanda Williams  

28 Cathy Clark, Grace Donnelly, Jane Webb  

29 Clayton Walker  

31 Matt McClurg  

 

Anniversaries  

5 Edus & Harriet Warren  

7 Gil & Hope Pollitt  

12 Linda & Tom Partington  

17 Arthur & Kathy Singer  

21 Rob & Brandy Aycock  

22 Jack & Gail Grimes  

28 Karen & Sandy Calloway  

29 Jim & Tot Kozak  

30 John & Nancy Kollock  

Let Us Celebrate 

About the Mustard Seed  

The Mustard Seed is brought to you through the  

efforts of:  

Layout ðLane Gresham  

 

Editors ðTodd Blandin, Sandy Robson  

Mailing ðPat Molnar  

Contributions ðOur members  

Barrett, Brian , friend of John 

Cantwell  

Baysinger, Mike, friend of Mary 

Clarke  

Bennett, Sharon , friend of Pat 

Molnar  

Calloway, Christopher  

Clarke, Mary  

Clarke, Elizabeth,  relative of Mary 

Clarke  

Coones, Elizabeth, friend of Pat 

Molnar   

Creech, Judith  

Eby, Brooke , friend of Melissa Jones  

Garcia, Jose , friend of John Andrews  

Hall, John , brother of Kathy OõKeefe 

Hodnet, Billie , friend of Sandy 

Bunce 

Land, Jean , friend of Susan Smith  

McIntyre, Ann , friend of Tricia Pugh  

Meeks, Cheryl, friend of Mary 

Clarke  

Moss, John  

Robertson, Terry , friend of John      

Andrews  

Rockey, Cathy , friend of Kathy 

Shields  

Seaman, Katie , friend of Eph Davis 

& Mixons  

Smessaert, Sharon  

Stone, Rev. Stan , friend of John      

Andrews  

Thrasher, Valerie , daughter of Anne 

Short  

Williams, Jane , mother of Carol 

Kokesh 



  

 

 

Date Day Time Visitor Home Field 

  05/04/2009 Monday 8:00 PM Grace Calvary  Fairfield  Field 2 

  05/05/2009 Tuesday 7:00 PM CFUM  Grace Calvary  Field 2 

  05/11/2009 Monday 7:00 PM Grace Calvary  Good News  Field 2 

  05/14/2009 Thursday 8:00 PM Harvest Christian 
Church  

Grace Calvary  Field 2 

  05/26/2009 Tuesday 7:00 PM Grace Calvary  Mt. Carmel  Field 2 

  06/04/2009 Thursday 9:00 PM Scovil Grace Calvary  Field 2 

  06/09/2009 Tuesday 9:00 PM Grace Calvary  Baldwin Bap-
tist  

Field 2 

  06/11/2009 Thursday 7:00 PM Torch II  Grace Calvary  Field 4 

  06/16/2009 Tuesday 7:00 PM Grace Calvary  Mud Creek  Field 4 

  06/23/2009 Tuesday 7:00 PM Grace Calvary  Habersham 
Metal  

Field 2 

  06/25/2009 Thursday 9:00 PM Habersham 
Metal  

Grace Calvary  Field 2 

  06/29/2009 Monday 7:00 PM Line Baptist 
Church  

Grace Calvary  Field 2 

Parish Financial Update 

The Vestry has approved a revised, lower budget, which will be presented to the church at the 

Mid -Year Parish Meeting on Sunday, May 3. An updated financial report reflecting those changes 

and a summary of that budget will be presented in the next edition of the Mustard Seed.  

Itõs softball time again, and a few of our members and many friends are 

once again representing Grace - Calvary in the Habersham Church 

Softball league. You are invited to come out and watch the team at their 

games. You can follow the leagueõs activities online at www.habershamchurchsoftball.com when 

you canõt show up to cheer them. 

Rogation Sunday 

You are invited to bring a small amount of soil from your garden to service on Sunday, May 17. 

We will give thanks for creation and the good earth provided for us by our loving god by mingling 

together the earth of our gardens, blessing it, and returning it to be taken home.  



  

  

Grace Calvary to Publish Parish Family Recipes 
 
We are publishing a cookbook, which will be entitled òLet Us Say Graceó and is scheduled for 

publication in April, 2010.  This will be a òclassyó hardback book with a concealed spiral bind-

ing, a color cover, and interior illustrations by John Kollock.  

We will have an introductory history of our church and about 250 recipes from church members, 

their families and friends.  We will print 5,000 copies, and the book will sell at retail for $19.95.  

This is a tremendous opportunity for us to raise much needed capital to fund our outreach, 

church preservation and other projects.  The potential profit on this is as high as $65,000.  

At the parish meeting on May 3, you will learn that weõve had to cut our church budget to the 

bare bones to try to stay solvent in these tough economic times, so a product like this can be a 

wonderful revenue source for the church for years to come.  

IN ORDER TO MAKE IT A SUCCESS, WEõLL NEED THE SUPPORT 

OF EVERY MEMBER. HEREõS HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

SEND US RECIPES  ð we want to showcase the very best the community has to offer.  We 

want recipes that are special, and maybe a little unusual.  Contributorõs names will be included 

with the recipe, and every recipe will be tested at least once for accuracy and originality.  You 

must use our recipe form to submit your recipes .  Copies of the form will be available in 

St. Julian Hall and the Parish House by May 3, or we can send the form to you by email or 

òsnail mail.ó  Detailed instructions for submitting your recipes will be on the submission form. 

Send us at least three recipes but as many as you wish.  Please write your recipe as legibly as 

possible.  If we canõt read it, we canõt use it!  Deadline for recipe submission is July 1, but start 

sending them as soon as possible.  We plan to use many of the appetizers and desserts from 

Just a Taste, so we especially need main dishes, vegetables, breakfast and brunch, breads & 

beverages. 

HELP WITH TESTING ð every recipe that wasnõt in Just a Taste will need to be tested for  

accuracy, and we need lots of people to help with this.  We need all types of cooks, and youõll be 

able to choose which ones appeal to you ð you wonõt be asked to test something that seems too 

difficult or contains ingredients that your family doesnõt like. 

Our core committee is very small at this point, but we want and need the involvement of every-

one.   Many people have offered to help, so nowõs your chance.  If you can help with testing and 

gathering recipes, please contact a committee member:  Barrie Aycock, Becky Jackson, Susan 

Smith, John Andrews, or Valerie Fenlon.  

We are still refining our process for collecting and distributing recipes for testing, so look for 

further details in the Sunday bulletins and Mustard Seeds.  Youõll be hearing from us fre-

quently.  Once the book is sent to the printer this fall, weõll begin to prepare for promotion and 

sales, which will require another huge effort from everyone.  

For more information, contact Barrie Aycock at  baycock@windstream.net.  

Barrie Aycock is the project chair.  Barrie has been involved with the publication of five similar 

cookbooks, publishing two by herself, so sheõs very familiar with the process.  Wimmer Cook-

books in Memphis, TN, will be printing the cookbook.  



  

 

Palm Sunday 

- Photos courtesy of Jim Owens  



  

 

A Journey with Stephen Ministry 
Please accompany me on a short journey. Think back to a time in your life when things were not 

so rosy. Maybe you lost a loved one or a job; maybe you or someone you love was ill; or maybe you 

just felt lonely or isolated. How wonderful it would have been to have the presence of a dedicated 

Christian caregiver, someone to lovingly listen, to encourage, to empathize and to pray.  

A Stephen Minister is a trained caregiver who provides one -to-one confidential care. We are fortu-

nate to be able to implement this ministry in our church and community. Our Stephen Ministers 

are at the halfway point in their 50 hours of training. We have now covered the foundation topics 

of care giving, which includes learning modules on Distinctly Christian Care Giving, The Person 

of the Caregiver, Feelings, Art of Listening, Process vs. Results Care Giving, Maintaining 

Healthy Boundaries, and Crisis Theory.  

In the following weeks more specific topics, such as Depression, Grief, and Illness will be covered. 

In addition, weõll be learning about Community Resources that are available to our care receivers. 

We will also be learning when and how to enlist professional caregivers. This training has a ma-

jor perk: in the process, we are learning much about ourselves, our strengths and weaknesses, 

and how we can grow in our own faith walk.  

It has been a good journey and you, the congregation, will be well served by these sincere, dedi-

cated people.      - Betty House, Stephen Ministry Coordinator  

The church office has many faces, some of whom 

you may not know ð but theyõre on our website. 

It also has many functions, some of which you 

may not realize.   We wanted to take this oppor-

tunity to briefly familiarize you with your par-

ish office.  

 

Who we are 

Office Volunteers ð Pat Molnar, Sandy Robson  

Organist ð Tony Woronowski  

Choir Director ð Sandy Calloway  

Sexton ð Sharon Moore  

Parish Administrator ð Todd Blandin  

Deacon ð Rev. Mary Wetzel  

Rector ð Rev. Dena Bearl  

  

When weõre available 

Official office hours: Monday ð Thursday, 9 a.m. 

ð 4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m. ð noon 

Pat: Monday ð Thursday, 9 a.m. ð 4 p.m. 

Sandy R.: Monday & Wednesday, 9 a.m. ð 3 

p.m. 

Tony, Sandy C., Sharon: No regular office hours  

Todd: Monday ð Thursday, 8 a.m. ð 5 p.m.;   

Friday, 8 a.m. ð noon 

Mary: Tuesday, 9 a.m. ð 4 p.m., and by appoint-

ment  

Dena: Sunday ð Thursday, 8 a.m. ð 5 p.m. 

  

What we do  

There is really too much to cover without boring 

you, but here are some highlights:  

Produce three service bulletins weekly  

Contribute to, print and mail the Mustard 

Seed monthly (thanks Lane!)  

Schedule and coordinate participants in 

Sunday services  

Visit parishioners  

Record pledges and contributions  

Pay the bills  

Plan church programming  

Handle request for prayers, use of our facili-

ties, pastoral counseling, etc.  

Serve on committees and commissions of the 

Diocese 

  

We encourage you to drop by and see us some-

time.  

Your Church Office 



  

  

Easter 2009 

Callowayôs Cont. 
hospital when we were more vulnerable. We 

soaked in their loving presence.  

Their lovely daughter, Darcie, along with her 

husband and friend, brought two SUV loads of 

furniture and items for a two bedroom apart-

ment we are now staying in, walking distance to 

the SMU music building. (They live outside of 

Dallas!) They have helped us have a òhomeó 

away from home. THANK YOU.  

Godõs blessings have abounded through this dif-

ficult journey.   Thank you for allowing the Holy 

Spirit to work through each one of you in com-

ing to the aid of a church family.  

We are so thankful to be part of Godõs people at 

Grace-Calvary.   You have upheld us, and espe-

cially Chris, in Christian service and commu-

nity. Your profound gestures of love and prayer 

continue to hold us up in Dallas, Texas!  

THANK YOU and THANKS BE TO GOD!  

Our love,  

Karen and Chris Calloway  

- Photos courtesy of Kellen Jenkins  



  

 

Affordable Meals Available  

Ebenezer United Methodist Church is now a 

host site for Angel Food Ministries. Angel 

Food Ministries makes food available to every-

one at prices 30-50% less than retail grocery.  

You can review menu packages, delivery 

dates, and pricing at the Angel Food Minis-

tries website, www.angelfoodministries.com. 

Food stamps are accepted. Payment must be 

made when the order is placed. You can place 

an order online or by visiting Ebenezerõs 

Youth Hall on May 6 from 3 - 6 p.m. 

Food orders will be available for pick -up at 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church one day a 

month. The pick -up date this month is May 

16th, bring your own box to carry away your 

food. 

Call Pastor Richard Pletsch at 706 -499-0488 

with questions.  

News and Events 

Congratulations!  

Congratulations to Jack Reeves and Sue 

Rowell, who were recognized for their volun-

teer work by The Volunteer Center of Haber-

sham during its 2009 òHearts of Habershamó 

Volunteer Reception. Jack was recognized for 

his work with Clarkesville Sharing and Car-

ing. Sue was recognized for her work with 

Circle of Hope.  

They are two great examples of how our pa-

rishioners support the community not just 

through individual contributions and the out-

reach of the church but by giving of their 

time.  

Thank You!  

Building and Grounds thanks the following 

for helping at the Rectory to repair doors, 

move dirt, trim and remove bushes, clear up 

bricks, etc. on April 4 & 18.  

David Todd, Pat Statler (x2), Charlie Statler, 

Jack Grimes; Bill, Jackson, & Perry 

Gresham; Jack & Susan Johnston, Ron 

House, John Cantwell, Ray Rowell, Jim & 

Kathy Shields, Lee Martz, Roy Bruner (x2), 

Dena Bearl, Russell Johnson, Bryant Tench, 

and Frank McCann.  

Welcome our new Sexton   

Sharon Moore started April 20 as Grace -

Calvaryõs Sexton. Sharon is responsible for 

keeping our campus clean and presentable, 

light maintenance, and some landscaping.   

Sheõs operated her own landscaping/lawn 

maintenance business and had janitorial ex-

perience with our school system, in addition 

to time spent working with students.  

Youõll usually see her around on Mondays 

and Fridays as she cleans up after the week-

end and gets us ready for the coming week-

end. If thereõs something that needs to be 

touched up, cleaned up, or replaced, please 

be sure to let Todd know in the church office, 

so he can work with her to get it resolved.  

Please give Sharon a friendly welcome and 

introduce yourself if you see her around the 

church property.  

Thanks for Egg/Alleluia  

donations!  

The Easter Egg Hunt was a wonderful suc-

cess. The MANY Easter eggs and alleluias 

were found by our children. They hunted 

with fervor to find them. For 

the little ones we had "easy" 

eggs. The older kids had 

more challenging hunting. 

Thank you to all of you who 

provided all of the eggs and 

alleluias!  

ñBrandy Aycock  



  

 

News and Events 

 VBS Needs YOU! 

If youõre interested in volunteering during Va-

cation Bible School or helping with a meal, the 

e-mail address to contact (which was incorrect 

in our first notice) is:  

 guzzetta@windstream.net  

Mid -year Parish Meeting  

May 3, during First Sunday Breakfast, we will 

hold a mid -year parish meeting. The Vestry 

will provide updates for you on recent and up-

coming projects, review the state of the churchõs 

finances, and take any questions you may have. 

Please plan on attending.  

Parish Picnic May 17  

Mark your calendars for the Annual Parish Pic-

nic. This yearõs event will be held on the 

grounds behind the parish office.  

We will provide the meat (grilled hamburgers 

& hot dogs and sliced ham) and beverages. 

Please bring your favorite picnic fare and invite 

a newcomer to join us for this time of delicious 

fellowship.  

Dress casually for worship, so you can enjoy 

eating outdoors. The new rectory will be open 

for everyone to visit.  

 Sunday School Recognition  

The last day of Sunday School is May 17. Weõll 

have a special recognition of our children dur-

ing the 11:15 a.m. service.  

Sunday School classes will resume in the Fall 

on Aug. 16. 

 Thanks from Newfoundland  

Grace-Calvary contributed several of our old 

serverõs albs for an international outreach pro-

ject following the spring cleaning of the office in 

March. Rev. Alexander Daley recently sent a 

thank -you and a picture of Abbotõs Beach in 

Port au Port, Newfoundland, where the parish 

is that received our robes.  

 2nd Wednesdays  

May 13, 6 -8pm, St. Julian Hall  

This month we have a real treat. Richard 

Windham, friend to many at Grace -Calvary, 

fitness trainer, and minister of music, will pro-

vide us with an evening of music. Weõll enjoy 

everything from an old time hymn -sing to spe-

cial selections Richard has chosen just for us.  

 Christian Education  

Kim Smith, youth coordinator for the Diocese of 

Atlanta, will be at Grace -Calvary on Sunday, 

May 17, at 10:15 am in St. Julian Hall. Every-

one who is interested in whatõs happening for 

Youth in our diocese is welcomed to this forum!  

 

Adult Forum ð May 17 th , 10:15 am - Mary Wet-

zel will meet with adults to find out their needs 

and wants for Christian Education in the fall. 

Please come and share your ideas!  

 Taize  

Sunday, May 24  

We will join with Barbara Luhn and musicians 

at Nacoochee Presbyterian Church for this can-

dlelight service of prayer and Taize music.  



  

 

May 2009 

Weekly Events  

Sundays 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I  

9:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II  

10:00 a.m. Christian Ed  

11:00 a.m. Stephen Ministry (SJH)  

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II w/ choir  

12:30 p.m. Catechumenate (SJH)  

1:30 p.m. EfM (POFR)  

8:00 p.m. AA (SJH)  

8:00 p.m. Al -anon (POFR)  

Mondays  

10 a.m.  1st & 3rd Mondays ñJoyful Hands  

Tuesdays 

10:00 a.m. Bible Study (SJH)  

6:00 p.m. Book Discussion Group (SJHC)  

8:00 p.m. AA Meeting (SJHC)  

Wednesdays 

8:00 a.m. Kindermusik (SJH)  

10:30 a.m. Healing Service  

11:30 a.m. Daughters of the King (SJH)  

6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (POCR)  

7:30 p.m. AA (SJH)  

Thursdays  

7:00 p.m. Depression/Bi -polar Support (POFR)  

Fridays  

8:00 p.m. AA (SJH)  

Saturdays  

10:00 a.m. Al -Anon (POFR)  

Legend 

POCR ð Parish Office Choir Room  

POFR ð Parish Office Family Room  

SJH ð Saint Julian Hall  

SJHC ð Saint Julian Hall Classroom  

SJHU ð Saint Julian Hall Undercroft  

Other Events  

May 2     9:00 a.m.   Stephen Ministry (SJH)  

May 3     9:00 a.m.   First Sunday Breakfast (SJH)  

             10:00 a.m.   Mid -year Parish Meeting (SJH)  

               3:00 p.m.   Rabun Gap Open House (SJH)  

May 5     6:00 p.m.   Fall Festival Planning (POFR)  

May 9     9:00 a.m.   Men of Grace (POFR)  

May 11   5:00 p.m.   Foothills Board Meeting (POFR)  

               6:00 p.m.   Outreach Committee (SJH)  

May 13   6:00 p.m.   Fellowship Program (SJH)  

May 14   6:00 p.m.   Habitat dinner (SJH)  

               6:00 p.m.   Woodturners (SJHU)  

May 17 12:30 p.m.   Pentecost picnic  

May 18   6:00 p.m.   Vestry meeting (SJH)  

May 19   6:00 p.m.   Fall Festival Meeting (POFR)  

May 21   6:00 p.m.   Mythological Roundtable (POFR)  

May 24   6:00 p.m.   Taizé Prayer Service (Nacoochee 

Presbyterian Church)  

May 25                      Office Closed for Memorial Day  

May 30                      Vestry Retreat  

 

 

 

Summer Schedule  

Our worship schedule during the months of 

June, July and early August will be:  

8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite 1  

10:00 am Holy Eucharist, Rite 2  

We will resume our regular service schedule 

on Aug. 16. 


