
  

 

Beloved, 

It will seem as we move through the forty days of this Lent that there is a piece 

missing from the wonderful, intricate puzzle that is Grace-Calvary. On Sunday 

mornings, there will be one priest to celebrate and preach rather than two. At par-

ish gatherings, there may be less conversation about how to cook meat on a Big 

Green Egg, what kind of compost is best for the garden, or what new film or book is 

a must. There will be the absence of a presence that has flavored our community for 

two and a half years. We will miss Don Harrison! 

As Don goes to a new ministry, something very true about the Body of Christ will remain. As we 

gather to worship, work, and play, the living dynamic of God will once again adjust the surface pic-

ture on the puzzle. Even as individual faces may change, it will always resemble Christ. 

We should remember that it is God who designs the puzzle ... not us. The church is a fellowship es-

tablished, not by us because of our faith, but by God in order to make our faith possible. 

All ―sorts and conditions‖ of individuals, both saints and sinners – show up at church: 

among whom the reign of God is present,  

in whom God is working out the divine purpose, and  

to whom God offer the gift of faith so that the struggle for purity may be advanced. [Cranmer] 

 

When it‘s time to decide whether to come to church or not, rather than ask yourself, ―Do I really want 

to go today?‘ ask God, ―Are you calling me to be part of something you‘ve designed that cannot be 

complete without me?‖ There are times when God will say, ―Rest, my child.‖ But, more often than 

not, I suspect you will hear deep within, ―I‘ve saved a place at the table for you. Please make our 

gathering complete.‖ 

In Christ‘s love, 

 

Rev. Dena Bearl 

G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  t h e  R e c t o r  

The Mustard Seed 
G r a c e- C a l v a r y  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h ,  C l a r k e s v i l l e ,  G e o r g i a 
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 It‘s never easy, this saying 

good-bye. Not if you have 

made friends and been wel-

comed and taken in and cared 

for and loved. Grace-Calvary 

has been an oasis for me after 

three years in the ―desert of 

dissent and uproar‖ of my pre-

vious parish. 

When I was asked to consider 

leaving Grace-Calvary to be-

come the Vicar of a small and 

struggling congregation, my 

initial reaction was to say, ―No 

thank you.‖ However, I 

learned a long time ago to look 

carefully at all calls, because 

Scripture is full of stories 

about God calling people to go 

where they don‘t want to go or 

to do things they wouldn‘t or-

dinarily choose to do. 

Our vestry retreat day with 

Bishop Allan played a major 

role in my decision to leave. 

The Bishop talked a lot about 

stewardship and giving, wants 

and needs, and what are our 

priorities. He pointed out that 

what we usually call steward-

ship is, in reality, fundraising. 

We raise money to pay sala-

ries, operate our facilities, and 

support worthy causes. Stew-

ardship, on the other hand, 

has to do with trusteeship. We 

are trustees of what God has 

given us, but we don‘t own it. 

He and Elizabeth practice 

what they preach. They tithe 

first, save second and live on 

the balance. I suspect that if 

that were the national norm 

we wouldn‘t be in the financial 

mess we are in. 

At any rate, the Bishop got me 

to thinking, and I came to the 

conclusion that I am a luxury 

you can ill afford. Grace-

Calvary‘s pledged income is 

nearly $40,000 below last 

year‘s total, and the January 

financials indicate a sizable 

shortfall. Outreach has been 

significantly reduced, and my 

guess is that further adjust-

ments will be necessary.  

We need to have a serious dis-

cussion regarding wants and 

needs. I remember a discus-

sion with one of my children 

about an automobile. What my 

son wanted, I could not afford. 

What he needed was reliable 

transportation, and that is 

what he got. He later sold it 

for what he wanted. 

In the end, my decision to go 

to St. Anthony‘s was based on 

the challenge it presented and 

the realization that Grace-

Calvary is a healthy and vi-

brant parish that will have to 

adjust to the economic reali-

ties of today. I would hope that 

the adjustment would include 

new and creative ―hands on‖ 

approaches to outreach and 

serious consideration of doing 

stewardship as opposed to 

fundraising. I consider this my 

parish home, and I look for-

ward to ―coming home.‖ 

  God bless, 

   Don +  

Saying Good-Bye 

Grace Calvary Parish Office Contacts  
The Rev. Dena Bearl: denabearl@windstream.net 

The Rev. Don Harrison: Donrev35@bellsouth.net 

The Rev. Mary Wetzel: marywetz@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator Todd Blandin: gcalvary@windstream.net 

Newsletter submissions: mustardseednewsletter@windstream.net 

Website: www.grace-calvary.org 

E-mail address: gcalvary@windstream.net 

Telephone: (706) 754-2451 

Fax: (706) 754-5621 

Rev. Don Harrison 



  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Please keep these people in your prayers. 

They are prayed for by name at each Wednesday morning Healing Service. If you wish to add someone to 

this prayer list, please call the church office at 706-754-2451. Most people are kept on this list for four 

weeks.  If after four weeks the person is still in need of prayer, please call the office and give us an up-

date. 

Marie Betor , aunt of Tony 

Woronowski 

Jane Brice  

Stephen Brice , son of Jane 

Brice 

Eby Brooke , friend of Melissa 

Jones 

Christopher Calloway  

Cathy Clark  

Stf. Sgt. Cox & Family ; sol-

dier with Mary Clarke‘s son 

Lou Davis , friend of Annie 

Jenkins 

Marge Felder  

Nancy Frank , friend of 

Walton Smith 

Edward Gosselin , father of 

Sandy Robson 

Harold Hodnett , friend of 

Sandy Bunce 

Betty House  

Megan Johnston , grand-

daughter of Bill & Cynthia  

 Johnston 

Tot Kozak  

John Moss  

Colleen Parr  

Marie Phillips , friend of 

Corky Rice 

Sharon Smessaert  

Debbie Taylor , friend of An-

nie Jenkins 

Jane Williams , mother of 

Carol Kokesh 

Birthdays  

1 Jon-Hurt Smith 

2 Lisa Guzzetta, Bess Hodkinson, Valerie 

Fenlon 

4 Louise Anderson, James Sumner 

6 Stephen Whited 

7 Pat Molnar 

10 Candy Davis 

11 Dylan Walker 

12 Robert ―Skipper‖ Fuller 

14 Hannah Jones, Martha Hunter 

16 Michael McDuffie 

17 Eddy Arial, Megan Mikeal 

18 Chris Guzetta, Hugh Fenlon 

19 Peter Moncure 

20 Dorothy Perry, Katy McCann 

21 Nancy Kollock, Jim Owens 

22 Davis Smith 

31 Robert Elliott, Frank McCann, Cynthia 

Vance 

Anniversaries  

21 Jim & Diane Owens 

27 John & Eleanor Navolis 

Let Us Celebrate 

About the Mustard Seed  

The Mustard Seed is brought to you through the  

efforts of: 

Layout–Lane Gresham 

 

Editors–Todd Blandin, Sandy Robson 

Mailing–Pat Molnar 

Contributions–Our members 



  

 

 

Parish Financial Update 
Due to Feb. being a short month and our desire to get the newsletter to you in a timely manner, we 

are reporting the financials through Feb. 19 rather than repeat the January financials provided in 

the last issue of Mustard Seed. 

Our combined pledge and non-pledge income started the month on target, but fell below budget by 

the third Sunday of the month. Prepaid pledges and a small balance carried over from last year is 

providing adequate cash flow to support our operations at this moment. While expenses appear to 

be over budget in Feb., our spending reflects our enrollment in the Stephen Ministries Program, an 

unbudgeted item that was paid for with an anonymous donation.  

We continue to project a revenue shortfall for the year based on the results of the stewardship cam-

paign. Our Treasurer and the Finance Committee will be monitoring our budget monthly, and addi-

tional reductions in budgeted expenses are a possibility. 

  Budgeted 
Income Actual Income 

Budgeted 
Expenses Actual Expenses 

February (19th) $  16,964.29 $  15,241.01 $  15,324.68 $  16,076.85 

Year-to-Date $  41,964.29 $  56,360.99 $  51,669.00 $  45,990.28 

Catechumenateéan adult inquiry class  

 

About 15 people are meeting from 12:30 to 2 p.m. each Sunday to learn more about the Christian 

way and the Episcopal Church. The class is also part of the preparation for baptism, confirmation, 

or the renewal of baptismal vows.  If you are interested, please plan to join in. 

 

The schedule is as follows: 

 

 March     1 Visit with Bishop Whitmore 

    8 So, who‘s right about what the Bible says? 

  15 The forming of God‘s people – the Hebrew Testament 

  22 The Story of Anglicanism – Part 1 

  29 The Story of Anglicanism – Part 2 

April    5 Palm Sunday – Who is this Jesus? 

  12 Easter Sunday – no class 

  19 Instructed Eucharist – Part 1 

  26 Instructed Eucharist – Part 2 

May     3 A quick tour through the Book of Common 

   Prayer 

  10 How the Episcopal Church does its thing: 

   Structure & Polity 

   

  31 Confirmation service at Cathedral of St. Philip – 4 p.m. 
 



  

  

You are invited to 

Habersham Christian Learning Centerõs 

Annual Meeting and Fundraiser Banquet 

Cornelia United Methodist Church 

Friday, March 20, 2009 

6:00 pm 

Casual Dress 

Special music by Breanna Smith  

For reservations, please RSVP by March 16  

to HCLC 706-778-5483 

Power House for Kids  

 

The economy may be down, but child abuse is 

up. During the third quarter of 

2008 Power House experienced a 

30 percent increase in child sexual 

and physical abuse cases from 

Habersham County, and averaged 

12-15 cases per month.   

 

Power House, located in Toccoa, 

serves three counties and provides 

a safe, child friendly environment 

and trained professionals for 

abuse interviews, medical exams, court advo-

cacy and counseling. The Center is adminis-

tered by FAITH, which is based in Rabun 

County.   

 

While financial assistance is always needed, 

Power House is also seeking: 

volunteers to do spring cleaning or garden-

ing at the Center 

volunteers/participants for fundraisers 

donations of juice boxes and snacks 

donations of new or clean stuffed animals 

for children. 

 

The phone number for the Power 

House is 706-886-2290.  

 

Prevent Child Abuse Haber-

sham  

 

PCAH provides trained volunteers for 

the First Steps program, which works 

with new mothers in the hospital, and Parents 

as Teachers, which sends volunteers into the 

homes of new mothers and educates them on 

early listening and child development skills. 

Funding for First Steps runs out this year.  Do-

nations are needed as are volunteers to be 

trained to work with mothers and for adminis-

trative tasks. The telephone number for PCA 

Habersham is 706-768-1255. 

THANK YOU! 
Thanks go out to our church for all those who 

took the time to help the Soup Kitchen get the 

donations for Souper Bowl Sunday. It helps 

us to maintain our finances to continue our 

ministry.  

"Feed His Sheep" will continue with your sup-

port. This is the only fundraiser for the year, 

and we don't accept any moneys or grants 

from the government. It is the churches, indi-

viduals and our volunteers that enable us to 

feed the hungry 

six times a 

week .  

God Bless, 

Hawk & 

Sharon 

Local child advocacy groups need help 



  

 

 

Coming full circle 
How I describe Grace-Calvary is changing.  In the early 1990s I did consulting 

work on Thursdays in the Cleveland, Georgia area for about three months. We 

would arrange our day to swing by Grace-Calvary for the Thursday healing ser-

vice. 

I would sit on the left side by one of the windows, listen to a story about the saint 

for the day, receive communion and be prayed for.  That was my introduction to 

Grace-Calvary.  They were brief encounters and healing ones. 

When friends casually asked about my day, I would tell them about the healing 

service. 

Last summer when the diocese suggested that I might be able to serve as transi-

tional deacon at Grace-Calvary, I immediately went to the website.  I read all about the historic 

church and organ.  As my ordination neared, friends and seminary professors would ask about 

Grace-Calvary, and I would talk about the unique church building, the magnificent windows and 

the striking plain front wall. 

Now having been with you for four months, I notice that when friends ask about Grace-Calvary I 

talk of faithful people, not beautiful buildings or windows.  I tell about the young ones who swing 

on the bell rope as they try mightily to ring the bell. I tell about those involved in outreach, the 

soup kitchen and involvement with a counseling center. 

I tell about the morning a little boy hung his arms over the railing at the altar waiting for the 

priest with the bread.  When the priest approached with a small piece of bread, the little boy said, 

―No, I want one of those‖ as he pointed to a wafer (as if ordering at a restaurant)! 

I tell of the ones who pray and those who ask earnest questions about the faith and scripture.  I 

say not only does Grace-Calvary minister locally to others in Habersham county, but they are also 

active in the diocese and the National church. 

My best description of Grace-Calvary is now as an open, ministering community. A community of 

ministers who gather around each other and the Word, then go out to serve.  I am grateful to be 

among you and to learn about being a community of faith. 

Faithfully, 

Mary 

Rev. Mary Wetzel 



  

 

A Step Beyond Lay Pastoral Care  - Stephen Ministry 
Several months ago our clergy, along with Lay Pastoral Care, determined that our church would 

be well served by having a Stephen Ministry program. We put it on the ―wish list‖ and held an 

initial meeting to determine the level of interest. There was one big problem however. NO 

MONEY for the up-front enrollment fee. 

Well, God did it again! An anonymous donor came forward to provide the sizeable fee. We would 

like to say thank you to whoever this donor is – without your generous gift we would not be mov-

ing forward. What a blessing! 

Hopefully, by the time you read this, we will have begun our first Stephen Ministry training 

class (50 hours) with at least seven members. Our class at this writing includes Margaret Par-

sons, Billye Runion, John Cantwell, Barbara Johnston, Pamela Rand, and Russell and Kathleen 

Johnson. My thanks to each of you for being willing to begin this journey together.  

In training we learn how to provide Christian care to the bereaved, hospitalized, terminally ill, 

separated, divorced, unemployed, relocated, and others facing a crisis or life challenge.  Trained 

people are called Stephen Ministers. 

A Stephen Minister is not  a counselor, a problem solver, a personal assistant, or a replacement 

for clergy. This person is  an intentional friend who walks side-by-side with another person as 

that person goes through a difficult situation.  The relationship is a one-to-one relationship that 

is mutually agreed upon, confidential, and lasts as long as it is needed. 

If you have questions about the program, please contact me. 

Betty House 



  

 

News and Events 

March 1 - Visitation by  

Bishop Whitmore  

 

Bishop Keith Whitmore, Assistant Bishop in 

our diocese, will be with us 

on March 1, the 1st Sun-

day of Lent. He will cele-

brate and preach at all 

three services, will lead 

our Adult Forum, and will 

have time with our Cate-

chumenate class. Please plan to be here to 

welcome Bishop Whitmore. 

2nd Wednesday Fellowship and 

Program March 11, 6 ð 8 p.m.  

 

From the famous ‗unicorn tapestry‘ to Gra-

ham Sutherland‘s The Glory of Christ, a gi-

ant tapestry that spans the towering wall 

behind the altar at Coventry Cathedral, tap-

estries have long been used in religious art 

to portray the beauty and mystery of God 

and to inspire awe and wonder. 

 

Pat Williams will give a presentation on the 

art of Tapestry.  Pat, a tapestry artist, has 

finished the first of five kneelers that will 

adorn our altar. She has used our beautiful 

North Georgia foothills as a backdrop for the 

seasons of the church year. Symbols of Ad-

vent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost 

progress on a continuum across the kneel-

ers. 

 

Please plan to join in a fellowship meal and 

Pat‘s presentation! 

Observe Lent online  

 

If you‘re having trouble finding time to 

focus on Lent, you can access Lentan de-

votionals online at www.textweek.com/

lent.htm. Check out: 

 

Peace & Compassion: To Heal a Hurting 

World (also in St. Julian Hall) 

The City of God by Upper Room 

Brushstroke Meditations: Lenten Gospel 

Reflections through Chinese Characters 

and others! 

Farewell to Fr. Don Harrison  

 

We will recognize and thank Fr. Don Harri-

son for his ministry among us at our 1st Sun-

day Breakfast on March 1. Please join us for 

Don‘s last breakfast with us for awhile. 

Adult Forum Update  

 

Dena Bearl and Mary Wetzel will be start-

ing a new theme in the adult forum, Living 

the Questions. Living the Questions will be a 

multimedia class utilizing short presenta-

tions on DVD from the best of today‘s theolo-

gians about what‘s next for Christianity to 

generate discussion among the class. 

Softball Sign -Ups 

It‘s time to get our game on, 

because softball season is 

right around the corner. If 

you‘re interested in joining 

the Grace-Calvary softball team, call Mi-

chael McDuffie at 706-754-8947. 

Get Fit!  

A Pilates class 

taught by Sylvia 

Anderson is meet-

ing in St. Julian 

Hall on Fridays 

from 10:00 – 11:15 

a.m.  Cost for the class is $5.00 per ses-

sion.  Participants need to bring an exercise 

mat, a fit ball and 2 or 3 lb weights.  For 

more information contact Barrie Aycock at 

7 0 6 - 7 6 8 - 0 8 4 0  o r  e m a i l  b a y -

cock@windstream.net. 



  

 

March 2009 

Weekly Events  

Sundays 

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite I 

9:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II 

10:00 a.m. Christian Ed 

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist Rite II w/ choir 

1:30 p.m. EfM (POFR) 

8:00 p.m. AA (SJH) 

8:00 p.m. Al-anon (POFR) 

Mondays 

10 a.m.  1st & 3rd Mondays—Joyful Hands 

Tuesdays 

10:00 a.m. Bible Study (SJH) 

6:00 p.m. Book Discussion Group (SJHC) 

8:00 p.m. AA Meeting (SJHC) 

Wednesdays 

8:00 a.m. Kindermusik (SJH) 

10:30 a.m. Healing Service 

11:30 a.m. Daughters of the King (SJH) 

6:30 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (POCR) 

7:30 p.m. AA (SJH) 

Thursdays 

 

Fridays 

10:00 a.m. Pilates Class (SJH) 

8:00 p.m. AA (SJH) 

 

Saturdays 

10:00 a.m. Al-Anon (POFR) 

 

 

Other Events  

Mar. 1, 8:30 a.m. First Sunday Breakfast (SJH) 

           12:30 p.m. Catechumenate class (SJH) 

Mar. 2, 6:00 p.m. Outreach comm. (SJH) 

Mar. 3, 6:00 p.m. Heritage Festival comm. 

(POFR) 

Mar. 7, 10 a.m. DOK Winter Meeting (SJH) 

Mar. 8, 12:30 p.m. Catechumenate class (SJH) 

Mar. 9, 5:00 p.m. Foothills Board 

Mar. 12, 6 p.m. Woodturners (SJHU) 

Mar. 13—15 ECW Retreat 

Mar. 15, 12:30 p.m. Catechumenate class (SJH) 

Mar. 16, 6:00 p.m. Vestry (SJH) 

Mar. 19, 6:00 p.m. Mythological Roundtable 

(POFR) 

Mar. 22, 12:30 p.m. Catechumenate class (SJH) 

Mar. 23—24 Office closed for Spring 

 Cleaning 

Mar. 29, 12:30 p.m. Catechumenate class (SJH) 

Mar. 30, 6:00 p.m. Committee Chairs Meeting –

Tentative (SJH) 

 

 

 

Legend 

POCR – Parish Office Choir Room 

POFR – Parish Office Family Room 

SJH – Saint Julian Hall 

SJHC – Saint Julian Hall Classroom 

SJHU – Saint Julian Hall Undercroft 



  

 

 

March 1 Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-9; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 

March 8 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:22-30; Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 

March 15 Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22 

March 22 Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 

March 29 Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-13 or Psalm 119:9-16; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 

Non -Profit  

Organization  
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Clarkesville, Georgia  

Grace-Calvary Episcopal Church 

Corner of Wilson & Green 

P.O. Box 490 

Clarkesville, Georgia 30523 

Sunday Lections 

Bishop  

The Rt. Rev. J. Neil Alexander 

Rector  

The Rev. Dena S. Bearl 

Assistant Priest  

The Rev. Don Harrison 

Deacon:  

The Rev. Mary Wetzel 

Parish Administrator  

Todd Blandin 

Organist  

Mr. Anthony Woronowski 

Choir Director  

Dr. Edwin Calloway 

 Vestry  

Sr. Warden ð Mr. Ephraim Davis 

ô10 

Jr. Warden ð Mr. John Cantwell ô11 

Mr. John Andrews ô10 

Mrs. Barrie Aycock ô11 

Mr. Russell Johnson ô11 

Mr. Jim Loring ô12 

Mrs. Margaret Parsons ô10 

Mr. Walton Smith ô12 

Mrs. Anne Short ô12 


