
  

 

 

What a joy to share good news! There are two announcements I am pleased to make. 
 

First, join me in a hearty welcome to Todd Blandin, our new Parish Administrator. Todd will  
handle our finances, the administration of the office, and provide assistance to you in your  
ministries at Grace-Calvary. Holding a business degree, Todd has fifteen years experience in 
marketing and public relations. The parish administrator is an important hub for communica-
tion, so please be generous with the information flow between committees and individuals ð and 
include Todd, so he can help us all stay in touch. (His e-mail address is gcalvary@alltel.net.) 
 

Todd moved into this area a year and a half ago when his wife, Kathy, became the Executive  
Director of Sautee Nacoochee Community Association. He says they are glad to be here and love 
the many opportunities for hiking and canoeing. And, now that he doesnõt have to commute to 
Atlanta every day, he is looking forward to enjoying the many ways one can get involved in the 
local community. 
 

Another new development is the purchase of the Simpson property on Wilson Street. As part of 
our Horizon initiatives, we committed to consider any property connected to our existing prop-
erty, so as to provide for future growth. With a house and cottage on an acre of land, the Simpson 
property shares a city block with the old City Cemetery. I will live in the house, and the cottage 
will be rented. The combined rental income will cover the mortgage payment. The vestry believes 
this is a good investment for the future. Many thanks to the members of Grace-Calvary who are 
giving their expertise and time to inspect the house, make improvements, and take care of the legal 
matters. 
 

Godõs providence is blessing us greatly these days. May our gratitude for and stewardship of what 
we receive be manifest in all we do in Christõs name. 
 

Faithfully, 
 

 
 

Rev. Dena Bearl 
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     As I write this, the stock mar-

ket has just suffered its worst 

week in history. No one is sure 

if we have òhit bottomó or not, 

and the impact of all this on our 

individual situations is yet to be 

determined.  

    Like most of you I worry 

about my retirement, savings 

and investment funds. The sky-

rocketing gas prices have already 

altered our daily lives forcing us 

to make choices between neces-

sity and pleasure. There is no 

doubt that our banking, invest-

ment, lending and housing insti-

tutions need revamping and 

regulatory controls imposed 

where they are currently absent. 

Having acknowledged that the 

crisis is real, we must also admit 

that fear is rampant.  

The majority of our citizens do 

not believe what their leaders 

are telling them, and their faith 

in òthe systemó is poor at best. 

One headline proclaimed, òFear 

is driving the market!ó A sidebar 

in the Atlanta newspaper an-

nounced that the manufacture 

of safes has skyrocketed. At least 

that is a step up from hiding 

oneõs funds under the mattress. 

     Fear is a terrible thing. 

Whenever I operate out of fear 

I make bad choices that ad-

versely impact not only me, but 

those whom I love. Fear drives 

me into a cave of self-protection, 

which keeps out not only the 

enemy but friends and loved 

ones as well. Fear drives me to 

arm myself, categorize others as 

òthe enemy,ó and I become de-

fensive and aggressive. Jesus 

threatened the Roman occupa-

tion and the structure of the 

puppet government in Jerusa-

lem and in their fear they de-

cided to kill him. Jesus had al-

ready pointed out what happens 

to prophets who scare people 

and shake up the status quoñ

they die a violent death. 

     There was a time when I be-

lieved that the opposite of faith 

was doubt. Now I know that the 

antithesis of faith is fear; to lose 

faith is to become afraid. That is 

what has happened on Wall 

Street; investors have lost faith 

in the system and its institutions. 

As a result investors have re-

treated, hidden their money un-

der the mattress or locked it 

away in a safe, and barred the 

doors. 

    Paul Tillich once said that if 

you take any of the Christian 

virtues and raise them to their 

highest level, they are indistin-

guishable from courage. What 

we need to emphasize is that we 

are so much more than what we 

own or possess. We have been 

deeply blessed; we are the rich-

est people on earth. We have 

been threatened economically 

before, and we not only sur-

vived; we prospered. Maybe in 

our fear we will find our way 

back to the communities of faith 

that have nurtured us in the past 

and once again we will be en-
couraged.  

God bless. 

 H.D.H.  + 

   

FEAR 
The Rev. Don Harrison 
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Todd Blandin, Office Administrator: gcalvary@alltel.net 

Newsletter submissions: mustardseednewsletter@windstream.net 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

Please keep these people in your prayers. 

They are prayed for by name at each Wednesday morning Healing Service. 

Beech, Harriet Navolis, Eleanor  

Brice, Jane Peak, John, friend of  John & Joy 

Moss 

 

Calloway, Christopher Phillips, Marie, friend of Corky Rice  

Clevenger, Joan Poole, Sandra, friend of Graham 

Dellinger 

 

Couch, Betty Rice, Corky  

Davis, Louise, mother of John 

Davis 

Robson, Faith, mother-in-law of 

Sandy Robson 

 

Figueroa, Bing Rowell, Sue  

Hodgens, Grace Smessaert, Sharon  

Kollock, John Sumner, Jim  

Medder, Anita, friend of John 

Cantwell 

  

To the community of Saints at Grace-Calvary: 

Thank you for your part in making the ordination service 
such a glorious day.  I appreciate your giving of your time 
and energy to have made the service and reception so     
special. 

To the staff, choir, Altar Guild, Daughters of the King, 
Ushers, and Acolytes, particular thanks.  There are many 
parts in orchestrating an ordination service and each part 
is important.  Everyone did their part and it was evident 
by the warm spirit of the service. 

After the ordination, several of my out-of-town friends 
commented what a special community Grace-Calvary must 
be. I look forward to learning from you what it means to be 
a supportive community of faith.  I am most fortunate to be 
able to serve at Grace as a transitional deacon. 

To Dena, Don, Pat, Sandy, Tony and the vestry, staff and 
community of saints at Grace-Calvary Episcopal Church, 
many heartfelt thanks. 

Godõs Peace, 

Mary Wetzel 

      

Honduras is the second poorest 
country in the western hemi-
sphere. Through simple gift -filled 

plastic shoeboxes, you and your 
family have the opportunity to 

reach out to needy children in 

desperate situations.    

     Itõs also about sharing the 
Good News of Jesus Christ 
through working with 12 na-

tional pastors and 14 central 
churches. Boxes will be available 

soon.  

Will you help?  

 Outreach Committee  

  



  

  

 

Stewardship in Practical Terms 
 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in  
creationéand above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. (Book of Common prayer, p. 368) 

 

How is the Word made flesh at Grace-Calvary? First of all, through its membersõ physical presence and 

their devotion to Christõs call to love God and one another.  Other important ways in which Godõs love is 

made available through Grace-Calvary require our financial support. 

 

A vignette of 2008: 

 

Worship services that included 176 celebrations of the Holy Eucharist, providing spiritual food that re-

quired about 208 loaves of bread, $400 worth of wine, and at least one priest. 

 

Christian Education on Sundays that consisted of 14 teachers using 10 rooms with enough curricula and 

materials for about 30 children and 30 adults each week. 

 

An Outreach program that funded 21 organizations, both local and foreign, plus grants to additional 

groups. 

 

Buildings and grounds that are used daily by our own groups and by outside non-profit organizations 

whose purposes conform to our mission statement.  We provided about $450 worth of electricity each 

month and, (a little trivia) 430 rolls of toilet paper, and around 15,000 cups of coffee to support fellow-

ship. 

 

A church that is open 24 hours a day for prayer and meditation. 

 

How would one count the number of hearts comforted, faith strengthened, minds enlightened, hope  

restored?  How many went into the world, making a difference, because of the grace in Christ freely 

given to them through this community of faith?  It would be impossible to tell.  

 

Our Ingathering Sunday is November 16.  Please consider prayerfully how you are able to give.  Then, 

fill out a pledge card and join in our mission both financially and with your time and talents.  Pledge 

cards may be placed in the offering plates any Sunday or turned in to the office. 

 

The Stewardship Committee: Candy Davis, Calvin Gambill, Ron House and Russell Johnson. 

 



  

 Vestry Elections 
 
     It is time to begin the election process for three new vestry members as Clair Lang-
maid, Kathy OõKeefe and Susan Smith finish their three year term. If you would like to 
nominate someone, names will be received during the first two weeks of  December. If  a 
person you ask is willing, please give his or her name to our rector, Dena, or our senior 
warden, Kathy OõKeefe. 
 
     The election will be held at our Annual Parish Meeting, which will be held on Sun-
day, Jan. 4, after First Sunday Breakfast in St. Julian Hall. (There will be no adult Sun-
day school classes that day to allow time for the meeting between services.) 
 
      The vestry is very important to the ongoing life of  our parish. Exclusive authority 
over the fiscal affairs of  the parish is given to the vestry and we look to them as spiri-
tual leaders committed to building up the Body of  Christ so that we can be an effective 
instrument of  ministry and mission. A vestry person should lead the way in participa-
tion in the worship life and financial support of  the parish. 
 
     To be elected to the vestry one must: 
 
(1) be a confirmed member of  the Episcopal Church enrolled as a member of  the parish; 
(2) be 18 years or older and have been regular in attendance at worship and engaged in 

ministry in the year preceding election; and 
(3) have made and maintained a financial commitment to the parish, known to the treas-
urer, in the year preceding election. 
 
We give thanks to our current vestry for their faithful leadership and active participa-
tion at Grace-Calvary: 
 

Kathy OõKeefe, Sr. Warden 
Eph Davis, Jr. Warden 

John Andrews 
Barrie Aycock 
John Cantwell 

Russell Johnson 
Clair Langmaid 

Dave Lewis 
Susan Smith 



  

  St Francis Blessing of the Animals  

Diane Owens and Patches 

Donations presented to the Animal Shelter 

The Mehlberger-Pederson clan 

Eagerly receiving a blessing! 



  

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS   NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

2 Bill Gresham  3  Sandy & Vic Robson 

4 Betty House, John Kahle   17  Robert & Paige Elliott  

5 Joy Moss   20  Ed & Barbara Taylor  

7   Lisa Hodgens, Ron House, Geoffrey 

Churchill, Harrison Yearwood  

 21  Bill & Lane Gresham 

 9  Carol Mason, Carly Mixon   22  Willard & Zelda Ferguson  

12   Dena Bearl, Alice Ariail   26  David & Teri Lewis,                       

Chris & Lisa Guzzetta  

15   Gregg Singer, Lynda Smith,            

Mary  Wetzel  

 28 Michael Peart & Jaime Huffman  

16   Megan Mikeal, Paul Rice,                             

Elijah Pederson -Mehlberger                         

    

19 Linda Grace Mehlberger -Pederson   

21   Claudette Guzzetta      

25  Grace Hodgens     

28   Jack Reeves     

30   Caroline Ariail      

Dear Grace Calvary,  

Thanks so much for the flowers.  

They really helped brighten my days in 

the hospital.     God bless all of you!  

Love,  

Addie Aycock  

Dear Grace Calvary family, 

Thank you so much for all of your 

prayers and support during  Addieõs 

surgery and recovery.  All of your 

cards, flowers, food and love have 

helped us through. 

Rob, Brandy, Addie & McCall 



  

 November News and Events 
Because the Heritage Festival will be held on the 
first Sunday in November, Soup with the Saints 
will be held this year on Sunday, Nov. 9, at Holy 
Cross Chapel Cemetery immediately following 

the 11:15 a.m. service.  We meet at 
the cemetery on New Liberty Road 
for a processional blessing of the 
graves, followed by homemade 

soups and cornbread.  Bring your 

own lawn chair! 

Save Money and Benefit Grace-Calvary 
 

Belk is hosting a Fall Charity Sale on Saturday, Nov. 15, 
from 6 ð 10 a.m. Tickets for the sale are available at the 
church office for $5, and we get to keep 100% of the 
proceeds. 
You get: 

morning of special savings, as much as 50%, on 
rarely discounted brands; 

double points when you use your Belk charge card; 
chance to win a $1,000 shopping spree; 
$5 off your first purchase (making the ticket free!)! 

In addition, if you have a Belk charge card, you can pur-
chase merchandise up to six days in advance through a 
special pre-sale and pick up the items at your conven-
ience. This is a great bonus, so you can benefit from the 
sale even if you have plans on the 15th. 

We also have an opportunity to make more money for 
the parish the day of the sale by helping with on-site 
ticket sales.  

Call the office and let Todd Blandin know if youõd be 
interested in volunteering at Belk on Nov. 15. 

Tickets are available for $5 from the Vestry Person of 
the Day on Sunday or the parish office. 

UTO INGATHERING  

 

The Annual United Thank Offering Ingathering 

will be held on Sunday, Nov. 9th at all services.  

You are invited to bring the ñblessingsò (coins or 

checks) collected in your little Blue Box in 

thanksgiving for the daily gifts, large and small,  

from God that brighten your life and the lives of 

those around you.  Envelopes will also be avail-

able so you can recycle your Blue Box in the 

coming year. 
 

Grateful hearts are the reason the United Thank 

Offering is able to continue to award grants that 

are gifts of love and which change lives. Total 

Grants awarded in 2008 amounted to 

$2,401,906.70. Grateful hearts are also the reason 

the United Thank Offering is a vital mission arm 

of the Episcopal Church. We love the concept that 

UTO is not a fund drive, but rather a discipline in 

our daily life in Christ wherein we offer prayers 

of Thanksgiving for our countless blessings.  This 

makes giving a joyful experience. 
 

Thou hast given me so much é 

give me one thing more, a grateful heart. 
GEORGE HERBERT  1595-1633 

 

Becky Jackson 

The office is in need of master keys 
to our buildings. If you have 
been issued a key and are not 
using it on a regular basis, 
please turn it in to the office. 

Buildings and Grounds would like to thank the following people for their help on the outdoor clean

- up on Oct. 4: Jack Grimes, Bill Gresham, Walter Jarck, Frank McCann, Clair Langmaid, David and 

David James Todd. 

Everyone worked hard to pull weeds and trim trees and bushes around the church, St. Julian Hall 

and the office building. Also, major work was accomplished in the lot behind the office building in preparation for the Heri-

tage Festival.                                                                                                                                                              Les Parsons 



  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

   1 

Fall FestivalðAll Day 

2 

8:30 amðH.E. 1 

9:30 am-Festival Breakfast 

10:00 am-Christian Ed-SJH 

11:00 amðH.E. 1 

1:30 pmðEFMðFR 

8:00 pmðAAðSJH 

8:00 pmðAl-Anon-FR 

3 

10:00 amðJoyful Hands-

SJH 

6:00 pm-Outreach 

Committee-FR 

4 

10:30 amðBible Study, SJH 

6:00 pmðBook Group, SJH 

7:00 pm-Al-Anon-SJH 

8:00 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

 

 

5 

8:00 am-Kindermusik-SJH 

10:30 am-Healing Service 

11:30 am-DOK 

7:30 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

6 

5:00 pm-Kindermusik-SJH 

6:30 pm-Men of Grace-SJH 

7 

8:00 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

8 

10:00 am-Al-Anon-FR 

9 

8:00 amðH.E. 1 

9:15 & 11:15 am-H.E. 2 

10:00 am-Christian Ed-SJH 

12:30 pm-Soup with Saints 

12:30 pm-Jr.Cotillion-SJH 

1:30 pmð EFMðFR 

8:00 pmðAAðSJH 

8:00 pmðAl-Anon-FR 

10 

5:00 pm-Foothills Board 

Meeting-FR 

11 

10:30 am-Bible Study-SJH 

6:00 pm-Book Group-SJH 

7:00 pm-Al-Anon-SJH 

8:00 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

12 

8:00 am-Kindermusik-SJH 

10:30 am-Healing Service 

11:30 am-DOK 

7:30 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

 

13 

5:00 pm-Kindermusik-SJH 

6:00 pm-Woodturners-SJH 

14 

8:00 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

15 

10:00 am-Al-Anon-FR 

16 

8:00 a.m.ðH.E. 1 

9:15 amðH.E. 2 

10:00 am-Christian Ed-SJH 

11:15 amðH.E. 2 

1:30 pmð EFMðFR 

8:00 pmðAAðSJH 

8:00 pmðAl-Anon-FR 

17 

10:00 am-Joyful Hands-SJH 

6:00 pm-Vestry Meeting-SJH 

18 

10:30 am-Bible Study-SJH 

7:00 pm-Al-Anon-SJH 

8:00 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

19 

8:00 am-Kindermusik-SJH 

10:30 am-Healing Service 

11:30 am-DOK 

7:30 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

20 

5:00 pm-Kindermusik 

6:00 pm-Mythological-FR 

21 

8:00 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

22 

10:00 am-Al-Anon-FR 

23/30 

8:00 a.m.ðH.E. 1 

9:15 amðH.E. 2 

10:00 am-Christian Ed-SJH 

11:15 amðH.E. 2 

1:30 pmð EfFðFR 

8:00 pmðAAðSJH 

8:00 pmðAl-Anon-FR 

24 25 

10:30 am-Bible Study-SJH 

7:00 pm-Al-Anon-SJH 

8:00 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

26 

8:00 am-Kindermusik-SJH 

10:30 am-Healing Service 

11:30 am-DOK 

7:30 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

27 

5:00 pm-Kindermusik-SJH 

28 

8:00 pm-AA Meeting-SJH 

29 

10:00 am-Al-Anon-FR 

November 2008 


